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priority that we could put more resources 
and energy into.”

And the college is still dogged by the 
question of how well it serves the low- 
income community. Willis calls it unfor-
tunate that county bus lines have not cre-
ated more access to the Medical College 
for residents of the central city. The college 
does partner with the Sixteenth Street and 
Martin Luther King clinics on the city’s 
south and north sides, but still could do 
more, she notes.

“We have to be realists about this and 
say, ‘Are we readily accessible for everyday 
citizens?’ I would say we have a ways to 
go,” Willis claims. “There’s no reason why 
we shouldn’t reach and put our antenna in 
other neighborhoods.” 

Whatever the college’s failings, it has 
come a long way in the last four decades, 
with most of that growth coming under 
Bolger and Dunn. At a recent meeting of 
student leaders, Bolger intimated that his 
days at MCW might be numbered. After 
getting Ravdin established as the new dean, 
finishing the ongoing capital campaign for 
$150 million and getting the new research 
building underway, “Then I want to ride 
into the sunset and say ‘Happy trails to 
you,’ ” Bolger told students. 

Bolger and Dunn will both leave a re-
markable legacy upon which Ravdin and 
Bolger’s successor can build. Ravdin is con-
vinced the college can continue to move up 
the ladder in research dollars, at least into 
the top 30, if not the top 10. He also wants 
to create a nationally unique education pro-
gram, both in terms of curriculum and in 
terms of its ability to attract a more varied 
and diverse student body. 

“I want to look at ways to forge an iden-
tity that would make us unique with regard 
to medical students’ education,” he says, “to 
truly reduce the cost of medical education, 
to develop a more flexible approach that al-
lows diverse approaches and pathways for 
different students.” 

All this ambition hasn’t gone unnoticed. 
Steven Wartman, president of the nation-

al Association of Academic Health Centers, 
recently visited the campus and came away 
very impressed. 

“There was a sense of momentum about 
the place that was real. I could feel it,” he 
says. “This is an institution that is clearly 
moving up and ahead.”  ■

Julie Sensat Waldren is a contributing editor 
for Milwaukee Magazine. Write to her at  
julie.waldren@milwaukeemagazine.com.






