
MHSA Cancer Health Fair
Students Dismantling Cancer Disparities

May 5, 2018 
Created, led and implemented by the students of 

Milwaukee High School of the Arts
Over 25 Student Booths on Cancer, Prevention, Wellness, and Nutrition

Healthy Living Exhibits, including Obesity Prevention and Physical Activity

Games and Interactive Displays

Community Partner Participants
Presented by MHSA health and AP environmental science students with support from the Medical College of 
Wisconsin Cancer Center, American Cancer Society, Kohl’s Healthy Families, and Milwaukee Public Schools.





May 5, 2018 MHSA Cancer Health Fair
Student Project Materials

1. Healthy Food Access and Availability

2. Nutrition and Nutritional Guidelines

3. Obesity and Weight Loss

4. Physical Activity

5. Tobacco and Cancer

6. Alcohol Use and Cancer

7. Cervical Cancer

8. Breast Cancer Screening and Prevention

9. Breast Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment

10. Prostate Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment

11. Pediatric Leukemia

12. Leukemia: Symptoms and Screening

13. Pancreatic Cancer

14. Lung Cancer Prevention and Screening

15. Lung Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment

16. Liver Cancer

17. Skin Cancer
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1. Registration (MCW)

2. American Cancer Society

3. Skin Cancer

4. US TOO

5. Prostate

6. Breast Cancer Prevention & Screening

7. Sister Pact

8. Breast Cancer Diagnosis & Treatment

9. Pediatric Leukemia

10. ICare

11. Cervical Cancer

12. Milwaukee Health Services, Inc.

13. Liver Cancer

14. Milwaukee AHEC

15. Alcohol

16. Progressive Community Health Center

17. Lung Cancer Prevention & Screening

18. Lung Cancer Diagnosis & Treatment

19. WAATPN-FACT

20. Tobacco

21. Pancreatic

22. Pancreatic Cancer Action Network

23. MCW Clinical Trials

24. Leukemia

25. Diverse & Resilient

26. Nutritional Guidelines

27. Physical Activity

28. Obesity & weight loss

29. Milwaukee Recreation

30. Healthy food access & availability

31. Safe and Sound

AP Environmental Booths 
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May 5 2018 
Map of Booths and Projects





PROGRAM SUPPORTERS & COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Kohl’s Healthy Families & the American Cancer Society 

This project was made possible by a generous contribution from Kohl’s Healthy 
Families and the American Cancer Society.  The American Cancer Society and 

Kohl’s have partnered to bring you Kohl’s Healthy Families, a program supporting 
families through prevention, screening, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer.  

Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center 

As directors of this project and grantt, the MCW Cancer Center provides acedemic 
guidance and resources for the cancer prevention curriculum and health fair. MCW

faculty and staff support Mr. Berg in the development of the cirriculum and project.
You can contact us at (414) 805-8200 or visit www.mcw.edu/cancercenter.  

Milwaukee High School of the Arts and Dakota Berg
Mr. Berg and his students are the centerpiece of this project.  Mr. Berg 

helped develop the cancer prevention and healthy lifestyle curriculum 

for his health classes and passionately and thoughtfully guided over 500 

students through this program.  Thank you to MHSA administration, 

faculty and staff for the willingness to pilot this project and for your 

cooperation at every turn.  

Milwaukee Public Schools 

Thank you to Milwaukee Public Schools for true partnership and support 

of this project and today’s event.  MPS has supported this project by 
supporting curriculum development, providing space and resources 

and through promotions and marketing of the health fair. 

Community Participants at the May 5, 2018 Health Fair
Thank you to: 

• Diverse and Resilient: https://www.diverseandresilient.org

• Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin: https://feedingamericawi.org

• ICare: http://www.icarehealthplan.org

• Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center- Clinical Trials Office:

https://www.mcw.edu/Cancer-Center/Clinical-Trials.htm

• Milwaukee Area Health Education Center (AHEC): https://www.milahec.org

• Milwaukee Health Services, Inc. http://mhsi.org

• Milwaukee Recreation: http://milwaukeerecreation.net/rec.htm

• Pancreatic Cancer Action Network: https://www.pancan.org

• Pete’s Fruit Market: http://petesfruitmarket.com

• Progressive Community Health Centers: http://www.progressivechc.org

• Safe and Sound: http://www.safesound.org

• Sister Pact: http://www.sisterpact.com

• Us TOO: http://www.ustoo.org

• Wisconsin African American Tobacco Prevention Network – FACT:

https://factmovement.org

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin and Pete's Fruit Market
Thank you to Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin and Pete's Fruit 
Market for providing healthy snacks and beverages for the students 
and attendees. 

http://www.mcw.edu/cancercenter
https://www.diverseandresilient.org/
https://feedingamericawi.org/
http://www.icarehealthplan.org/
https://www.mcw.edu/Cancer-Center/Clinical-Trials.htm
https://www.milahec.org/
http://mhsi.org/
http://milwaukeerecreation.net/rec.htm
https://www.pancan.org/
http://petesfruitmarket.com/
http://www.progressivechc.org/
http://www.safesound.org/
http://www.sisterpact.com/
http://www.ustoo.org/
https://factmovement.org/




 
 

Welcome and thank you for joining us today.  Together, we will learn how to reduce 

cancer risk and improve health as MPS students present cancer information, outreach and 

education with support from the Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center.  Today, 

over one hundred and fifty students are sharing the results of their work and local 

organizations have joined them in offering helpful health information.  

 

Over 750 students have participated in this service learning partnership involving 

Milwaukee Public Schools, Milwaukee High School of the Arts, the Medical College of 

Wisconsin Cancer Center, the American Cancer Society, and Kohl’s Healthy Families. 

  

Families and community members are invited to learn more about cancer prevention, 

ways to improve health and cancer-related racial disparities from students and experts as 

Milwaukee High School of the Arts (MHSA) hosts its student-led cancer health fair this 

weekend. 

  

This MHSA service learning project has involved over 750 students from MHSA, and is led by 

Dakota Berg, health teacher at Arts.  The project is happening thanks to a grant from the 

American Cancer Society and Kohl’s to the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) Cancer 

Center. Through the grant, MHSA students have been studying cancer and related racial 

disparities in Milwaukee.  

 
The project includes a totally unique high school cancer education and prevention 

curriculum created by the MCW Cancer Center and MPS, and serves as a pipeline to 

engage underserved students in STEM programs and careers.  Each semester, the program 

culminates in this student-led and run health fair.  It means so much to these students to 

have you here! 

 

Cancer and cancer-related mortality affect a disproportionate amount of African 

Americans in Milwaukee and Wisconsin. This includes higher incidence and mortality rates 

for most cancers. Prostate cancer rates among African-American men are double those 

in the population as a whole.  Milwaukee also has the largest gap in the nation in the 

black to white mortality ratio for lung cancer. 

 

This partnership is an important part of the Medical College of Wisconsin’s work to expand 

awareness of cancer disparities and career opportunities in cancer research. 



The project helps address the uncertainty, fear and fatalism that many people experience 

when faced with cancer. Among the MHSA students who participated is Shenika Jackson, 

who learned a family member was diagnosed with cancer just as she started the project.  

“At first, I didn’t know how to feel or what to think or do,” she recalled. “After I began the 

service learning project and learned more about treatment options, I regained hope.”  

Knowing that cancer disparities can only truly be solved by the communities in which the 

issues exist, this project creates a grassroots movement that travels well outside the walls of 

the school.  

“Through the Kohl’s Healthy Families program, which provides local families with resources 

to help prevent cancer and cope with a diagnosis, we’re proud to support this project at 

Milwaukee High School of the Arts,” said Beth Brunner, health systems manager at the 

American Cancer Society. “By educating these students, we create hundreds of cancer 

health ambassadors who take the message of prevention, screening and early diagnosis 

to areas of our community that aren’t always reached.” 

The Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center is committed to measuring and 

understanding our area’s cancer burdens, disparities and contributing factors and to using 

this information to promote clinical, research and policy initiatives.  

“We know that people who come from underserved communities face issues such as 

access to care, poverty, segregation – all of which are associated with risk factors such as 

smoking, obesity and sedentary activity,” said Dr. Melinda Stolley, associate director of 

prevention and control at the Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center. “As one of the 

largest institutions in Milwaukee, we have a responsibility to our community to create a 

southeastern Wisconsin that is healthier and more equitable.” 

For questions or for more information, please contact: 

Anne Quimby Mathias 

Manager, Communications & Community Relations Programs • MCW Cancer Center 

amathias@mcw.edu • 414.805.8258, office • 414.217.0753, mobile 

mailto:amathias@mcw.edu
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