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Welcome to the second issue 
of the Cancer Collaborative.  
These pages contain an 
overview of the amazing 
work done here at the MCW 
Cancer Center and important 
upcoming dates and events. 
The  new year is here, and we 
have much to celebrate about 
last year’s accomplishments. 
The Translational Research 
Unit turned 5 and continues to 
reimagine research and cancer 
care.  Our Cancer Center 
programs continue their growth 
and collaborative work. We look 
forward to the launch of Dr. 
Stuart Wong’s new UG1 grant 
and becoming a lead academic 
site for the NCTN. We are 
one of only 30 institutions to 
receive this award.  Sites have 
to demonstrate their ability to 
enroll high numbers of patients 
into NCTN trials, as well as 
scientific leadership in the 
design and conduct of clinical 
trials.
We also take building a diverse 
workforce seriously and eagerly 
anticipate the implementation 
of our only NCI R25 overseen 
by Dr. Janet Rader. A diverse 
workforce with a variety of 
experiences leads to

a richer understanding of the 
world and how we can best 
be of service within it. We are 
also bringing the institution 
into the neighborhood. We 
celebrate the achievements of 
our Community Advisory Board 
and the recognition bestowed 
upon them for their community 
service and engagement.  Our 
CAB is instrumental in putting 
voice to our community.
Finally, the MCW Cancer 
Center continues its journey 
towards a new vision of 
leadership and prominence. 
We witnessed some of the 
many accomplishments 
and advancements when 
we celebrated our staff and 
faculty at the recent Cancer 
Collaborative event.  Three 
Directors’ Awards for Highly 
Promising R01 proposals were 
awarded along with other 
recognitions of hard work. The 
Hawaiian proverb describes our 
path into the new year; ‘A‘ohe 
hana nui ke alu ‘ia (Pronounced: 
ah oh-hey hah-nah new-e kay 
ah-loo yah). It means - No task 
is too big when done together 
by all.

With Regards,
Hallgeir and Jim



New Peer Reviewed Grants

Impact Publications

Michael Burke, Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, Phase I Study of Lenitvirus 
Engineered Autologous Acute Myeloid Leukemia

Weiguo Cui, ACS, Harnessing BAFT-Boosted Anti-tumor CD8 T Cells in Cancer 
Immunotherapy

Upcoming
DDT Seminar

February 22, 2019
Li Lily Wang, PhD
Associate Professor, 
Dept of Microbiology 
and Immunology

The specific aims :(1) Recruit students from racially and ethnically diverse backgrounds to 
participate in an 8-week summer clinical cancer research program; (2) Develop, implement, and 
evaluate the 8-week course; (3) Assist students with local and regional clinical trial employment
opportunities and advanced degree programs in cancer research to promote career pathway.

Our trial will be the first in the world for children with AML and, if it is successful, could replace 
intensive chemotherapy and extended hospital stays, and could significantly reduce the side 
effects associated with current AML treatments.

Exploring the new frontier of immunotherapy and its potential for cancer treatment.

Discovery & Developmental Therapeutics
Program Updates

Member
Spotlight
Paul Harker-Murray 
presented on “Response-
Adapted Therapy...in Children, 
Adolescents, and Young Adults 
with Standard-Risk Relapsed/
Refractory Classical Hodgkin 
Lymphoma” at the American 
Society of Hematology conf.

Drobyski WR, Tarakanova V, Cui W. Single-cell RNA sequencing unveils an IL-10-producing helper 
subset that sustains humoral immunity during persistent infection. Nature Communications (Cross-
Programmatic with CB)
Horowitz MM. Should an HLA-matched donor still be considered the perfect donor? Lancet 
Haematology (Cross-Programmatic with CPO)
Tsai S, Christians KK, George B, Ritch PS, Mackinnon AC, Hall WA, Erickson BA, Evans DB. 
A Phase II Clinical Trial of Molecular Profiled Neoadjuvant Therapy for Localized Pancreatic Ductal 
Adenocarcinoma. Annals of Surgery (Cross-Programmatic with CB)
Tsai S, George B, Ritch PS,  Christians KK, Hall WA, Erickson BA, Evans DB. Importance 
of Normalization of CA19-9 Levels Following Neoadjuvant Therapy in Patients With Localized 
Pancreatic Cancer.  Annals of Surgery (Cross-Programmatic with CB)

Pilot Grant 
Awardee

Adriano Marchese, PhD, 
Basic Science Award
Bi-directional chemokine 
receptor signaling in breast 
cancer

New Peer Reviewed Grants
Brian Smith, NIGMS R35, Discovering & Exploiting Selectivity within Tandem Bromodomains

Upcoming
CB Forum
TBD

Watch your email for updates

Currently, all existing BET inhibitors target Brd2, Brd3, Brd4, and Brdt with equal nanomolar potency. 
This lack of selectivity may be responsible for the side effects of memory loss and lymphoid toxicity 
recently associated with existing pan-BET inhibitors. We are overcoming these barriers with a novel 
fragment-based ligand discovery and chemical biology strategy to discover selective

Cancer Biology
Program Updates

         Brd4 inhibitors by covalently targeting a unique cysteine within Brd4. These chemical tools will be 
necessary to distinguish the differential activities of BET proteins in cell and rodent models of disease and may 
also be useful in developing therapeutics targeting the Brd4 axis in cancer and diabetes.

Member
Spotlight
Marcelo Bonini and Redox 
& Bioenergetics Shared 
Resources in association 
with Agilent presented a Cell 
Analysis Symposium featuring 
Seahorse XF Assays. The 
event connected technology 
and investigators in cancer and 
immunotherapy.

Impact Publications

Miao QR. Nogo-B receptor increases the resistance to tamoxifen in estrogen receptor-positive breast 
cancer cells. Breast Cancer Research 
Rader JS, Tsai SW, Zimmermann MT, Flister MJ. Genetic variations in human papillomavirus and 
cervical cancer outcomes. International Journal of Cancer 

Pilot Grant Awardees
Albert Girotti, PhD, Basic Science Award, Nitric Oxide-Mediated Bystander Effects in Breast Cancer 
Photodynamic therapy; 
John Langenheim, PhD, ACS-IRG, Development of a growth hormone-humanized mouse model 
for the establishment of patient-derived tumor xenografts and maintenance of tumor-associated 
fibroblasts;
Andrey Sorokin, PhD, Basic Science Award, Role of p52Shc isoform of Shc1 in breast cancer 
initiation and growth;
Jacek Zielonka, PhD, ACS-IRG, Targeting mitochondria with redox cycling agents to overcome drug 
resistance in human colon cancer cells.

New Members
Sujean Choi, PhD

Chien-Wei Lin, PhD

Urrutia R, Rao S, Tarakanova VL. Tumor suppressor Interferon Regulatory Factor 1 selectively 
blocks expression of endogenous retrovirus. Virology 

Janet Rader, NCI RC25, Student-Centered Pipeline to Advance Research in Cancer 
Careers (SPARCC) for Underrepresented Minority Students



New Peer Reviewed Grants

Impact Publications

Alan Nyitray, NCI R01, Determining 
the Accuracy of Self- and Partner 
Anal Exams for Detecting Anal 
Abnormalities.

Anjishnu Banerjee, NCI R21, 
Bayesian Learning Algorithms 
for Identifying and Classifying 
Heterogeneity of Cell Types in Variety 
of Solid Tumors.

Bronwen Shaw, NHLBI R21, 
Incorporating Patient Reported 
Outcomes into Individualized 
Prognostication Tools for Survival and 
Quality of Life in Transplant Patients.

Ming You, Li Lily Wang, 
NCI R01
Chemoimmunoprevention 
of EGFR-Driven Non-
Small Cell Lung Cancer.

February 15, 2019
Lorna H. McNeill, PhD, MPH, 
Chair, Department of Health 
Disparities Research; Director, 
Center for Community Engaged 
Translational Research 
University of Texas M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center

Cancer Prevention & Outcomes
Program Updates

Logan BR, Rizzo JD,  Hari PN,  Horowitz MM,  Shaw BE. Related peripheral blood stem cell donors 
experience more severe symptoms and less complete recovery at 1-year compared to unrelated 
donors. Haematologica (Cross-Programmatic with DDT)

Talano JM, Shaw BE. Post-transplantation employment status of adult survivors of childhood 
allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplant: A report from the Center for International Blood and Marrow 
Transplant Research (CIBMTR). Cancer (Cross-Programmatic with DDT)

Kong AL, Nattinger AB, Pezzin LE. The relationship between patient and tumor characteristics, 
patterns of breast cancer care, and 5-year survival among elderly women with incident breast cancer. 
Breast Cancer Research and Treatment

Pilot Grant 
Awardee New Members

Upcoming
CPO Seminar

Jamila Kwarteng, PhD, ACS-
IRG, African American Cancer 
Survivor Network: Building 
community among African 
American Cancer Survivors.

Noorie Hyun, PhD 

Scott  Johnson, MD

Jeffrey Karst, PhD

Jing Qi MD, PhD

Joseph Zenga, MD

Thank you to everyone who raised money for the first year of our 
signature fundraising event.  Kudos to everyone who came out on 
September 22nd to run, walk or cheer. 
The combined efforts of the Cancer Center teams - from Admin 
staff and Leadership to the Clinical Trials Office and every friend 
and family member inbetween - raised over $18,000.  Money 
and mouth were in sync. Overall the Crush raised over $300,000. 
Be proud of the impact you made and know that we as a Cancer 
Center truly “crushed it” our first time. See you in the summer.

Dr. Jim Thomas & Dr. Hallgeir Rui

Dr. Li-Shu Wang and others crushin’ it.ACS Debra Nevels & Dr. Sailaja Kamaraju

Kathryn Kuhn, former WI First Lady 
Tonette Walker & Dr. Jim Thomas

Dr. Roy Silverstein

Dr. Dev KaranDr. Parameswaran Hari & Dr. Doug Rizzo

Dr. Peter LaViolette and friends

Dr. Paul Ritch & Dr. Christopher Chitambar

Jeff Engelmann, PhD, was awarded 
a Medical Research Grant from the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation titled 
“Neurobiological assessment of the effects 
of mentholated cigarettes on nicotine 
addiction in African American smokers”.

New Community Grant



Thank you to those brave 
MCW Cancer Center members 

and leaders who stepped 
forward to be dunked 

for a good cause.

You’re welcome to everyone 
who got to throw a ball.

Dr. Jim Thomas before...

Dr. Jim Thomas after.

Dr.  Brian Volkman before... Dr. Adriano Marchese before... Dr. Michael Dwinell before...

Dr. Brian Volkman after. Dr. Adriano Marchese after. Dr. Michael Dwinell after.

&

Admin w/ Marilyn Team Bad to the Bone Marrow

Central Services Speed Demons

CTOAD’s Knot

Flonkerton Olympians

Giving Guardians

Let’s Taco’bout Early 
Phase Research

Motionally Challenged

The Regulators

The Hope Business

Treasured Chests

MCW Cancer Center Admin and CTO Teams for our 1st Cancer Crush

Total Team Members

108
Total Team Dollars Raised

$18,153

We are 
committed to 
our mission

See you Summer 2019!



The Inclusion Health Clinic opened 
this summer, and it’s the first in 
the region to offer an outpatient 
program tailored to the full 
range of healthcare needs of the 
LGBTQ+ Community  - with the 
larger intent of challenging health 
disparities within this community. 
“If we want to improve the health 
of this community, we want to 
provide a place where we can give 
people a welcoming and affirming 
environment and also the expertise 
that they need to get health care 
that will improve their overall 
health and outcomes,” says Dr. 
Andrew Petroll,  Medical Director

Our second annual prostate cancer 
educational sysmposium took place 
on September 29th. Prilgrim Rest 
Church graciously hosted the event  
and helped continue efforts to 
break the prostate cancer disparity 
faced by the African American 
community.  Dr. Ken Jacobsohn 
informed the audience on the latest 
in treatment and research while Dr. 

Cancer. No one wants to find 
themselves at this destination. 
But it has a way of arriving in the 
midst of our making plans to travel 
somewhere else.  On October 17th, 
the MCW Cancer Center helped 
kickoff the President’s Leadership 
Society gala. The event enabled 
faculty and staff to showcase the 
various mile markers and points 
of interest on the cancer journey 
roadmap.  Interim Co-Director 
Dr. Jim Thomas, Froedtert Cancer 
Services Executive Director Tina

of the Inclusion Clinic. 
On November 2nd Dr. Ross Zeitlin, 
and Dr. Malika Siker conducted a 
special Grand Rounds lecture that 
focused on the cancer disparities 
in the LGBTQ+ Community and 
what the next steps being taken by 
the MCW Cancer Center would 
look like in engaging with this 
community.
The two main roots of the disparity 
stem from lower rates of cancer 
screening, in part due to lower 

rates of insurance coverage, 
exclusion from traditional 
screening campaigns, and previous 
experience of discrimination in 
the health care system. As well as a 
hesitancy on the part of LGBTQ+ 
patients to disclose their sexual 
orientation to providers due to a 
fear of stigmatization, which can 
create additional barriers to care.

Dr. Ross Zeitlin Dr. Malika Siker

Nov 2nd’s standing room only crowd.

Curtis and Associate Director of
Prevention and Control Dr. 
Melinda Stolley and other guests 
were able to take attendees, whose 
financial support help to sustain 
our mission, on a tour of the 
amazing work done here. 

In addition Dakota Berg from the 
Milwaukee High School of the 
Arts was able to display student 
work from the Cancer Health Fair 
and talk about the difference this 
educational outreach and hands on 
learning makes in his students and 
our community.

MCWCC members & staff chatting 
with donors

Melinda Stolley spoke of what the
latest in research surrounding 
cancer prevention and clinical trial 
research. Over half of the men in

attendence were able to receive 
a PSA screening.  In conclusion 
cancer survivors shared their story 
and advocated survivorship.

Drs. Melinda Stolley & Ken Jacobsohn Prostate cancer survivors sharing wisdom.

Prostate Cancer in Milwaukee

A Journey for Donors

LGBTQ+ Cancer Disparities

Milwaukee Cancer Research Breakfast

Dr. Carmen Bergom

Dr. Weiguo Cui

Dr. Liang Wang

The American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network  (ACS-
CAN) & MCWCC held the 5th 
Milwaukee Cancer Research 
Breakfast on November 1st.  
The theme was an exploration of 
the future of cancer care - from 
the current research to tomorrow’s 
treatment.  Presenting that 
morning were three Cancer Center 
members.

Dr.Weiguo Cui, from the Blood 
Center of Wisconsin, presented, 
“Reenergized Adoptive Cell 
Transfer (ReACT)- A Multi-
pronged Strategy to Treat Solid 
Tumors”.  It explored how T cells 
develop into an “exhausted state 
during  chronic viral and infection 
tumorigenesis. 

His lab has 
been a leader in 
using single-cell 
transcriptomics 
and epigenetics to 
identify the genes 
and signaling

molecules involved in T cell 
exhaustion. Dr. Cui is currently 
working on how to restore the 
function of exhausted T cells and 
use them to combat viruses during

chronic infection of tumor 
cells as a mean of cancer 
immunotherapy specifically 
in bladder cancer.
Dr. Carmen Bergom spoke on 
breast cancer, radiation oncology 
and her lab’s work on translational 
research focusing on using 
innovative genetic models to 
improve the therapeutic ratio 
radiation therapy by identfying 
targets to enhance tumor radio 
sensitivity and minimize normal

tissue toxicities. 
Dr. Bergom 
also stressed the 
importance of 
coupling basic 
research findings 
with translational 
and clinical

research and how diversity in study 
volunteers deepens and enriches 
the work being done in the lab.  If 
the application of the research in 
the clinical setting is to a diverse 
patient group than the data within 
the study should be from a diverse 
population too.

Dr. Liang Wang, 
Director of the 
Cancer Genetics 
Program in the 
Department of 
Pathology shared 
insight into his

work in identifying biomarkers 
that are associated with genetic 
susceptibility, early diagnosis, 
treatment efficacy and prognosis. 
Currently his lab is focused on 
molecular characterization of 
cancer risk factors and circulating  
genetic biomarkers in peripheral

blood. This river of personal 
history has much to tell if it is asked 
properly. Dr. Wang seeks to explore 
that potential in his presentation, 
“Liquid Biopsy: A minimally 
invasive approach for cancer 
detection and outcome prediction”.

The future of cancer care looks 
bright as labs and researchers 
within the MCW Cancer Center 
work hard to identify new ways the 
human immune system can fight 
cancer tumors, be it in the bladder 
or the breast and ways that cancer 
can be identified through a simple 
blood test thus avoiding tissue 
biopsy and patient discomfort.  
Diverse care needs diverse research 
and the presenters shared how our 
cancer center is tackling this within 
our Wisconsin community.
Closing the morning was longtime 
ACS volunter Linda DeGarmo 
who spoke of losing her daughter 
Tammi to cancer  - research is 
personal - research means life.



Dr. Horowitz also has 
the distinction of being 
awarded a U24 Innovation 
Grant.

Dr. Melinda Stolley was 
elected to assume the 
Chair of the WI Cancer 
Council in the new year.

The Froedtert & MCW 
Cancer Network has been 
recognized  with the 2018 
Guardian of Excellence 
Award from Press Ganey 
for sustained excellence in 
patient experience, ranking 
in the top five percent of 
nearly 1,100 other United 
States health facilities. 

Dr. Mary Horowitz was 
selected to receive the 
2018 Distinguished 
Achievement Award from 
the Milwaukee Academy of 
Medicine.

Dr. Stuart Wong was 
selected to receive funding 
for a coveted UG1 award 
from the NCI - an honor 
given only to 30 other 
centers. Story to follow.

Dr. William 
Bradley whose 
research in the 
SOLO-1 clinical 
trial is showing 
great clinical 
potential in 
ovarian cancer.

Dr. Parameswaran 
Hari awarded by 
BizTimes as a 
Healthcare Hero

For the fifth year in a 
row, the Froedtert & 
the Medical College of 
Wisconsin Blood and 
Marrow Transplant 
Program’s (BMT) patient 
survival rates were ranked 
as “better than expected” 
by the Stem Cell Transplant 
Outcomes Database 
annual BMT center 
specific analysis. We have 
achieved this 5 years in a 
row

The American Public Health 
Association’s (APHA) Annual 
Meeting and Expo is the largest and 
most influential annual gathering 
of public health professionals. This 
November nearly 13,000 attendees 
gathered in San Diego to present 
and share. Among them was MCW 
Cancer Control and Outcomes 
Program Community Program 
Coordinator Lauren Matthews.
Her abstract was accepted by the 
Cancer Forum of the conference 
to be presented. APHA had also 
chosen Matthews’ poster, entitled, 
“Promoting racial equity and 
inclusion in Milwaukee 

- Understanding and Reducing 
Cancer Disparities” as the 1st
place winner of the best poster 
presentation abstract. This was 
the first time the award was given 
out. The abstract examined the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
project that was completed in 
2017. During that project, the 
team recruited approximately 80 
African-Americans to participate 
in focus groups discussing cancer 
disparities in Milwaukee and 
possible solutions to addressing the 
disparities.

Lauren Matthews presenting at the APHA. 

Lauren Matthews & award winning poster.

To know it is to teach it.

Rayna Andrews, 
Feeding America 
Eastern Wisconsin, 
Community Co-Chair 
of the MCW Cancer 
Center CAB.

Dr. John Meurer, 
Medical College of 
Wisconsin,
Academic Co-Chair 
of the MCW Cancer 
Center CAB.

Geneva Johnson, 
Co-Chair Emeritus 
and the Founding 
Community Co-Chair 
of the MCW Cancer 
Center CAB.

The Medical College of Wisconsin 
Cancer Center Community 
Advisory Board (CAB) is a group of 
dedicated volunteers committed to 
eliminating the terrible burden of 
cancer health disparities in the city 
of Milwaukee. After learning that 
Milwaukee’s African Americans 
develop cancer at much higher 
rates, and are much more likely to 
die from cancers, the CAB acted 
to understand and address these 
disparities. The CAB drives, guides 
and participates in community-
engaged research, cancer

prevention and control activities, 
and clinical care efforts that have 
a major impact on the health of 
the people of Milwaukee, and the 
results are being celebrated by 
Milwaukee’s BizTimes Heath Care 
Heroes Award.

The award will be presented to the 
CAB on Friday, December 14th at 
the Italian Community Center.
The CAB is currently seeking new 
members to join in the work of 
breaking the disparities too many 
communities face in Milwaukee 
and eastern Wisconsin.



MCW Cancer Center Cancer Collaborative 
January 9, 2019

Mahalo nui loa to all who came to enjoy a brief tropical getaway to 
connect with colleagues. Aloha, until April.

‘A’ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia
No task is too big when done together by all

Directors’ Award for Highly Promising 
Peer Reviewed Cancer Research

Kathleen Schmainda
Brain tumor Treatment Monitoring with the Identification of the Functional Tumor 
Extent (FTE) using Multi-Parametric MRI

Ellen Velie
Etiology and Molecular Characterization of Luminobasal Breast cancer (Multi-PI – Rui 
Co-PI)

Amit Joshi
Molecularly Targeted Multimodal Theranostic Contrast Agents for Image Guided 
Treatment of Colorectal Liver Metastasis

MCW Cancer Center

Outstanding 
Achievement Awards

January 9, 2019

EXCELLENCE in BASIC SCIENCE RESEARCH

EXCELLENCE in COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

STAFF RECOGNITION AWARD

STAFF RECOGNITION AWARD

EXCELLENCE in CLINICAL RESEARCH

Mike Dwinell, PhD

Rayna Andrews, John Meurer, Sharon Brown
Jermaine Murry, Anne Quimby Mathias
MCWCC Community Advisory Board

Lauren Matthews
Community Program Coordinator MCWCC Cancer Control & 
Outcomes Program

Maraty Gray
MCWCC Clinical Trials Office
Education & Quality Assurance Coordinator

Parameswaran Hari, MD



Coming Events

For these and more events 
please check out our Events list 
on Facebook and the Cancer 
Center website

@MCWCancerCenter

MCW Cancer Center

Guest Speaker
January 23, Noon-1PM
Conf Room M
Gnanasekar Munirathinam, PhD
University of Illinois

LGBTQ+ Health Conference
January 25
Cream City Foundation
MKE Marriott Downtown
323 E. Wisconsin Ave
Free to Attend

Grand Rounds
February 1, Noon-1PM
Conf Room M
Rob Soiffer, MD
CIBMTR, Chair
Harvard Medical School
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Grand Rounds
March 1, Noon-1PM
Conf Room M
Joshua M. Lang, MD, MS
Carbonne Cancer Center

WI LGBT Summit
w/ Diverse & Resilient
March 2, 8AM-5PM
The Westin Milwaukee
MCWCC conducting two
workshops on cancer health.
wilgbtqsummit.org to register

SAVE THE DATE

Keynote Speaker:
Douglas R. Lowy, M.D.

Deputy Director
National Cancer Institute

Cancer Center Scientific Retreat

April 26, 2019  8AM-4PM
Discovery World Pavilion, Milwaukee Lakefront

Thank you 
for joining us.  

We look forward to seeing 
you at the next 

Cancer Collaborative 
immediately following the 

Scientific Retreat 
on April 26th.

Potawatomi Hotel & Casino, MKE, WI

May 6, Noon, 
WWWP Pre-Conference Training
May 7, 8AM-4PM Conference
May 8, 8AM-1PM Conference

To learn more or for questions contact
sharethecareMKE2019@gmail.com

New Faculty Welcome

Benjamin N. Gantner, PhD

Dhaval Thakor Patel, MD, 
FACS

I went to Bucknell University 
for undergraduate and Drexel 
University for medicine. I fell 
in love with surgery during my 
clinical rotations and completed 
my general surgery training 
at Stony Brook University in 
New York.  After residency, I 
completed a clinical research 
fellowship in Endocrine 
Oncology Surgery at the 
National Institutes of Health.

Why did you join MCW?

At every national and 
international meeting, I have 
found the MCW Dept of Surgery  
has been known as the leader 
in cancer research, surgical 
education, and clinical care.

What are some of your 
current projects/research 
interest?
 
My laboratory is interested 
understanding how inflammation 
is initiated and how it controls 
the behavior of first line immune 
cells that are capable of injuring 
host tissue. Too much injury 
causes systemic inflammatory 
disorders like sepsis, while 
too little injury permits tumor 
growth. We discovered a 
signaling pathway that permits 
immune cell activation while 
preventing injury, and we are 
using intravital microscopy 
to study how these different 
activation states are manifested 
in individual immune cells in 
living organs. We observe very 
distinct behavioral states and 
are interested in understanding 
if these pathways can be 
manipulated to either reduce 
injury during infection or to 
increase it to help control 
tumors.

What attracted you to your 
field?
 
I am fascinated by evolution. I 
was hooked by the idea that our 
immune system contends with 
insults like microbes or tumor

cells that evolve more rapidly 
than we do. I thought it 
could provide an interesting 
perspective on how evolution 
works.
 
What do you enjoy most 
about your work?
 
I love seeing how beautiful 
biological systems can be. 
We are composed of an 
inner universe of perfectly 
orchestrated cells and 
structures and I get to see that 
and share it.
 
What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work?
 
I have three kids so I mostly 
drink coffee. Kidding aside, I like 
going to museums, hiking, and 
playing music with my kids.

Tell us about yourself?

I was born and raised in New 
Jersey about ten minutes 
outside of Princeton. I grew up 
playing and watching baseball 
(Mets!) as well as playing video 
games (Rad Racer), reading 
comics (Superman), and racing 
slot cars (Tyco).

Poster session
Friday, April 26, 2019, 

MCWCC Scientific Retreat 
to feature innovative and 

impactful work from a 
broad swath of members’ 

laboratories. 

Due to space restrictions 
and our desire to have a 

broad representation of work, 
we need to limit one poster 
abstract submission per PI 

team/lab. 

Please select the most 
impactful work to be 

presented by one of your 
trainees: students, mentees, 

staff, post-docs, fellows 
or junior faculty members. 

Collaborative, interlaboratory 
work is encouraged but not 

required.


