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Welcome to the second season of
the Cancer Collaborative. There is
much to look forward to this year
and much to celebrate in how far
we have come. While the summer
was restful for some, the MCW
Cancer Center was hard at work
on new grants, new publications
and the search for a new director.
We started with 12 candidates and
then paired that down to six who
were invited for interviews and to
give lectures. We hope you had a
chance to catch one, or all, of the
presentations. Select candidates
also returned for a more informal
townhall Q&A session with faculty
and staff. These have been
wonderful environments in which
to glimpse a different and more
relaxed side of the candidates.
Upon the culmination of these
sessions the search committee
forwarded finalists to Dean
Kerschner who will make the final
selection. We have been blessed
with a crop of amazing candidates

who see an exciting future for our
Cancer Center. Within these pages
are highlights of some of the work
our cancer researchers, clinicians,
and community engagement staff
have been up to over the past
few months. Our metrics have
consistently improved time and
again as we seek to strengthen our
application for NCI designation.
Both annual interventional
accrual and minority accrual have
increased over time. Overall NCI
funding has also increased and
places us just at the required
threshold. All these areas look to
further expand over the coming
year as we welcome a new director
and additional faculty. Finally,
thank you for your participation in
the second annual Cancer Crush, a
wonderful community event that
raised nearly $400,000 for cancer
research.
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With Regards,
Hallgeir and Jim

CANCER BIOLOGY
New Grant
Department of Defense
Targeting the Oncometabolism with Mitochondria-Directed Chemicals
Although therapeutic and diagnostic improvements have reduced the overall
mortality from breast cancer, over 40,000 women still die of breast cancer
each year in the USA alone. Most of these deaths are because of the relapse
of breast cancer after the conclusion of clinical treatment. To overcome this
problem we introduce a new proprietary chemical (SMA-011) which inhibits
CaMKII in tumors while preserving CaMKII activation in normal cells. The
enhanced selectivity of SMA-011 towards inhibiting CaMKII in cancer cells is
likely to make it a safe and efficacious alternative for a subset of highly lethal
breast cancers which fail the standard of care.

Pilot Grant Awardee

Marcelo Bonini, PhD

Wisconsin Breast Cancer Showhouse (WBCS) Award
Metabolic Regulation of Immunity in the Tumor Microenvironment

Impact Publications
Nature Communications

Ming You, MD, PhD

Targeting Ionidamine to Mitochondria Mitigates Lung
Tumorigenesis and Brain Metastasis

Charlie Myers, PhD

Jacek Zielonka, PhD

Balaraman Kalyanaraman, PhD

CANCER CONTROL
& OUTCOMES
New Grants

Jennifer Knight, MD

NCI R01

NCI R01

Donor Socioeconomic
Status as a Predictor of
Altered Immune Function
and Treatment Response
Following Hematopoietic
Cell Transplantation for
Hematologic Malignancy

Can Regionalization
Improve Outcomes and
Reduce Disparities Related
to Breast Cancer Care?
An Evaluation of the NY
Medicaid Regionalization
Experiment

Ann Nattinger, MD, MPH

Impact Publications
Haematologica

Mary Eapen, MD, MS

Alternative Donor
Transplantation for
Acute Myeloid Leukemia
in Patients Aged ≥50
Years: Young HLAMatched Unrelated or
Haploidentical Donor?

Bronwen Shaw, MD, PhD Anita D’Souza, MD

Journal of Clinical Oncology
Importance of Assessing Patient Reported
Outcomes with Salvage Autologous
Transplantation in Relapsed Multiple Myeloma
(Cross-Programmatic with DDT)

Pilot Grant Awardees

Noorie Hyun, PhD

American Cancer Society IRG

Sarcoma Special Award

Prediction Models for HPVClearance and Progression-toPre-/Cancer of Type-Specific
HPV Infections Using the EHRs
From the KPNC Cervical Cancer
Screening Cohort

Advanced Magnetic
Resonance Imaging for Early
Detection of ChemotherapyInduced Cardiotoxicity
in Sarcoma Patients - A
Feasibility Study

El-Sayed Ibrahim, PhD

New Grants

Carmen Bergom, MD, PhD

DISCOVERY &
DEVELOPMENTAL
THERAPEUTICS

NHLBI R01

NCI R37

Genetic Modifiers
of Radiation
Therapy-Induced
Cardiotoxicity

The Histone
Demethylase JMJDIC in
Human Acute Myeloid
Leukemia

Nan Zhu, PhD

Impact Publications
Journal of Cancer Immunotherapy

Nature Communications

STING Agonist Inflames the Pancreatic Cancer
Immune Microenvironment and Reduces
Tumor Burden in Mouse Models

Heterogeneity of Human Bone Marrow
and Blood Natural Killer Cells Defined by
Single-Cell Transcriptome

Michael Dwinell, PhD

Subra Malarkannan, PhD

Matt Riese, MD, PhD

Bryon Johnson, PhD

Pilot Grant Awardees
WBCS Award

Marja Navalainen, MD, PhD

Karen Sue Carlson, MD, PhD

Multi PI Award
BCG Boosted Adoptive Cell Transfer
Immunotherapy to Treat Bladder Cancer

Stat5 and AntiAndrogen-Induced
Metastatic Phenotype
of Prostate Cancer
Weiguo Cui, PhD

William See, MD

Hope On The Horizon For Pancreatic Cancer Care
Excerpted from Dr. Douglas Evans
interview with WUWM 89.7 Lake
Effect’s Joy Powers.
After Jeopardy! host Alex Trebek
announced he had stage four
pancreatic cancer, many took the
diagnosis as a death sentence. The
American Cancer Society estimates
that just 3% of patients with
pancreatic cancer at that stage
will survive beyond 5 years after
diagnosis.
So, it was surprising when 78-yearold Trebek announced he was
making a recovery and “near
remission.” This is part of a pattern
of increasingly effective treatments
for the deadly cancer, according to
Dr. Douglas Evans. He’s chair of the
surgery department at the Medical
College of Wisconsin and an expert
in pancreatic cancer. Although it’s

Doug Evans, MD

“Pancreas cancer is especially
important in Wisconsin, because right
now pancreatic cancer is the second
leading cause of adult cancer death,
behind only lung cancer.”

relatively rare, pancreatic cancer
is incredibly deadly. “Pancreas
cancer is especially important in
Wisconsin, because right now
pancreatic cancer is the second
leading cause of adult cancer
death, behind only lung cancer.
In the United States, it’s currently
the fourth leading cause of cancer
death,” says Evans.
But there is hope on the horizon.
At the Medical College of
Wisconsin, researchers have found
that by analyzing individual tumors
and creating a genetic profile, they

can individualize care for each
patient.
“Based on that genetic profile, we
could infer whether chemotherapy
drugs would be effective or
ineffective against that patient’s
tumor. And so each patient
received somewhat of a unique,
personalized and slightly different
treatment — with the idea that
that treatment would be more
effective. Sure enough, that
actually came to be true,” says
Evans.

Medical College Researchers Say There’s Progress
Against Ovarian, Cervical Cancers
Excerpted from WUWM 89.7
Innovation Report

Doctors at the Medical College of
Wisconsin are reporting progress
in treating two kinds of cancer
affecting women — ovarian
and cervical cancers. But those
researchers say many challenges
remain.
About one in every 75 women
will develop ovarian cancer. There
are 22,000 new cases reported
in the U.S. every year, with most
of those in the advanced stage of
the illness. Many women, from all
walks of life, have died.
Doctors still don’t know what
causes ovarian cancer. But they
have studied the types of

human genetic mutation that
increase the risk of developing
the disease. There’s also been
progress in treatments beyond the
traditional routes of surgery and
chemotherapy. But cures remain
rare, so the focus has been on
managing the cancer.
A national study has shown that
most post-surgery or post-chemo
patients who took the pill olaparib
have lived longer without the
cancer coming back. Medical
College of Wisconsin professor
William Bradley led the clinical
trial locally. Bradley says the drug
inhibits the self-repair of cancer
cells.
“And that means these rapidly

William Bradley, MD

dividing cells are much less able
to repair themselves, as they’re
generating new DNA, and that
becomes a fatal event for the
cancer cell. So, in trying to
generate new DNA, to have one
cell divide into two, it can’t do it.
And then, the cell in turn dies,”
Bradley said.
The Food and Drug Administration
fast-tracked approval of olaparib
earlier this year. But tests are
recommended before a cancer
patient is prescribed the medicine.

Renewal of ACS-IRG Cancer Training Grant
The American Cancer Society
Institutional Research Grant
provides pilot money for pilot
research projects to junior faculty
members at the Medical College
of Wisconsin and its affiliated
institutions. The ACS-IRG supports
independent, self-directed junior
investigators and is essential to
developing the next generation of
cancer researchers.
In the thirty years the MCW
Cancer Center has held this grant,
110 ACS-IRG awards were made
to 66 PhD or ScD scientists and
44 MD or MD/PhD physician
scientists. Awards from the

ACS-IRG have
supported
cancer research
by faculty in 30
different institutes,
departments and
Marja Navalainen, divisions at MCW
MD, PhD
and its affiliates.
These awards have contributed to
a steady increase in cancer-related
peer-reviewed research funding at
MCW over the last decade. Pilot
grants give junior investigators the
opportunity to study novel ideas
and obtain the preliminary results
required to compete for national
research funding.

The Principal Investigator, Marja
Nevalainen, MD, PhD, is an
internationally recognized expert
in prostate cancer research.
Dr. Nevalainen serves as the
Associate Director of Training and
Education for the MCW Cancer
Center, as well as the Assistant
Dean of Research and Director
of the Prostate Cancer Center of
Excellence. Dr. Nevalainen has a
long-standing record of training
and mentoring MS, PhD, and MD/
PhD students, postdoctoral fellows,
medical students and residents in
her laboratory.

Celebrate Breast Cancer Survivors & Dr. Alonzo Walker

Alonzo Walker, MD

On Thursday, October 24th the
MCW Cancer Center hosted a
Pink Party with Jammin 98.3
at Mr. J’s Lounge in honor
of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month and in special
appreciation of the service of
Dr. Alonzo Walker.
The room was filled with breast
cancer survivors, many who
had Dr. Walker as a part of
their cancer treatment team.
Friends and family cheered the
ladies on as they danced the
night away in a celebration of
survivorship and life.
Dr. Walker received special
recognition for his long-term
advocacy and service to the
Milwaukee community.

Vida y Esperanza: Life and Hope
Vida y Esperanza 2019 took
place on September 14th at St.
Augustine Preparatory Academy on
the southside of Milwaukee. With
over 102 people in attendance,
those touched by cancer in the
Latinx community of Southeast
Wisconsin came together to learn,
empower and celebrate one
another. The day was organized
by Ana Manriquez who led a
collaboration of twenty eight
organizations to provide the
commiunity with cancer education
and resources as well as other free
services such as glucose testing,
blood pressure screenings, free
haircuts and makeovers. Breakfast
and live music began the day.
Those in attendance experienced
a traditional Mexican folklorico
dance performed by the Dance

Academy of Mexico. Smiles were
in abundance as many enjoyed
the Payasita Luci and Mi Sueno
Photobooth.
Culturally-relevant workshops for
people touched by cancer were
offered by 16th Street Community
Health Centers’ Healthy Choices
Program as well as Milwaukee’s
own Ex Fabula. Many small
businesses and individuals donated
amazing gift bags for a drawing
giveaway. The day closed with
a special red-carpet celebration
for those living with cancer and a
musical performance by our Vida
y Esperanza ambassadors who
also planned and executed the
entire event. When community
and academia collaborate, life and
hope take flight. Don’t miss the
celebration next year.

Cancer Disparities...Road and Root
Community Conversation at America’s Black Holocaust Museum
The latest Community
Conversation took place on
September 7th at the America’s
Black Holocaust Museum to an
overflow crowd of community
members eager to learn and ask
questions from the speakers.
The museum’s Head Griot, Reggie
Jackson, began the presentation by
engaging in the story of the African
Disapora and its impact on health
equity for African-Americans
today.
Dr. Rick Kittles, a geneticist and
director of the division of health
equities at City of Hope, led a
discussion on genetic ancestry and
health disparities. He noted that
disparities plaguing the country
are mirrored throughout

Wisconsin, where racial disparities
persist across multiple cancers.
Racially disparate rates typically
share the same culprits: hypersegregation, poverty, lack of
health insurance, food deserts,
obesity and low health literacy.
The Community Conversation
series seeks to raise the level of
awareness and understanding.

Rick Kittles, PhD, walking the audience through
genetic ancestry and health disparities

America’s Black Holocaust Museum Head
Griot, Reggie Jackson, discussing health equity

The audience sought to dig deeper into the
questions of “Why?” and “What Next?”

2019 Multiple Myeloma Patient and Caregiver Symposium
On September 28, 2019 Froedtert
& the Medical College of
Wisconsin, in collaboration with
several health care institutions
across southern and southeastern
Wisconsin, held the third annual
Multiple Myeloma Patient and
Caregiver Symposium at the
Ingleside Hotel in Pewaukee.
The goal of this symposium is to
bring people together from the
surrounding area to educate,
support, and empower those
affected by a myeloma diagnosis.
Nearly 400 patients, caregivers,
and healthcare professionals,
many traveling from out of town
and even out of state, gathered
to hear about the latest research
and treatment options for this rare
cancer.
The event was led by F&MCW’s
own Dr. Parameswaran Hari and
featured keynote speaker Rafael
Fonseca, hematologist

Dr. Hari and panel engaging with the audience at the
2019 Multiple Myeloma Symposium

and multiple myeloma specialist
from the Mayo Clinic in Phoenix,
Arizona. Several other physicians
from area cancer centers
presented on a variety of cancer
topics. The highlight of the day was
the engaging question and answer
session with a multi-institutional
panel of doctors including Dr. Hari,
Dr. Callander from UW-Madison
Carbone Cancer Center, Dr. Mike
Thompson from Advocate Aurora,
and Dr. Anand Patel. In addition
to the dynamic general sessions,
attendees enjoyed having

Elevating the
Mission: Next Level
Clinical Research
Practice
On October 4th the 6th Annual
Clinical Research Symposium
took place. This event helped
researchers, clinicians, and staff
from all disease areas to explore
different aspects of research
from the institutional level to the
community perspective.
Kathryn Gaudreau, CIP, MCW,
Office of Research gave a “Behind
the Scenes Look at the Froedtert &
MCW IRB.” Ross Zeitlin, MD, gave
a look into “Oncologic Disparities

Dr. Zeitlin discussing “Oncologic Disparities in
the LGBTQ Population”

Kathryn Gaudreau, CIP, guiding the audience in
a behind the scenes look at the IRB

the opportunity to choose from
a variety of educational breakout
sessions including maintenance
therapy, complementary therapies,
patient and caregiver question
and answer sessions, nutrition,
and several others. Attendees also
had the chance to visit several
community resource tables and
network with other patients,
survivors, and caregivers.
The fourth annual event is
scheduled for Saturday, September
19, 2020.

in the LGBTQ Population: Pushing
the Envelope on Inclusion in
Clinical Research and Trial Design”.
“Character and the Excellent
Researcher” was the focus
point of the talk given by Ryan
Spellecy, PhD, MCW, Department
of Bioethics. Finally the Keynote
presentation, entitled “Shaping
Your Clinical Research Culture” was
led by Edye Edens, JD, MA, CIP,
CCRP, Indiana University.
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Our combined team was the
largest at 116 members and
we raised $13,831 for cancer
research.
Thank you to everyone!
Even the construction zones got in on the fun

Honoring all those we run and walk for today

The crowd gathering for the opening remarks

The runners begin their 5k push

Bango lends a hand

Post race party

Dr. Connelly and patient

A-team
Run like the Winded
Let’s get Fiscal
Bosom Buddies
Drs. Thomas and Rui celebrating the winners
Taco’bout Early Phase Research
Finding cHEMEo
GIving GUardians
Bad to the Bone Marrow
Regulators
Tumornators

Drs. Bedi, Bergom, Schultz, and Erickson

MCW Cancer Center Wild Things Cancer Crush Team 2019

Dean Kerschner post run

Dr. William Drobyski,
Dr. Ann Nattinger,
Dr. Cecilia Hillard, and
Dr. Reza Shaker for
recently being elected
to the MCW Society of
Research Excellence.

Dr. Sailaja Kamaraju
for organizing and
leading the 2nd Annual
Cancer Disparities
Symposium: A Focus
on the Burden of
Prostate Cancer.
The event featured six
nationally recogized
speakers and high
public interest.

Dr. William See awarded
the 2019 Christy Foote
Fighter Award from
WBCS for his work in
prostate cancer.

Grand Rounds with the Honorable
Gwen Moore
On October 11th Congresswoman
Gwen Moore presented the Grand
Rounds lecture. Her talk gave an
overview of her legislative work
and policy initiatives regarding
reearch funding and access to
healthcare, specifically the latest
cancer treatment. She also
spoke on her personal journey
with cancer and the importance
of cancer research for the
betterment of society. After her
presentation she engaged in an
enlightening Q&A with the full
house audience in attendance.

Rep. Moore with Dr. James Thomas

Standing room only to hear Rep. Moore

Our 2019 Interns; Shabi Hader,
Allen Hodge, Aniya Maheen,
Michael Kofi Esson, Isabella
Velazquez, and Trish Ike

MCW Cancer Center

Cancer Collaborative September 10, 2019
What’s
Your
Why?

Special Recognition
Rayna Andrews
Community Co-Chair, 2017-2019

John Meurer, MD, MBA

Academic Co-Chair, 2014-2019

Rick Schmidt
Chair (2017-2019)
MCW Cancer Center Board
Lead Sponsor, Cancer Crush

EXCELLENCE in BASIC SCIENCE RESEARCH

Pradeep Chaluvally-Raghavan, PhD

MCW Cancer Center

Outstanding
Achievement
Awards
September 10, 2019

EXCELLENCE in CANCER DISPARITIES RESEARCH

Sailaja Kamaraju, MD
EXCELLENCE in CLINICAL RESEARCH

Ben George, MD
STAFF RECOGNITION AWARD

Megan Koceja, BS, CCRP
Clinical Trials Office

STAFF RECOGNITION AWARD

Ana Manriquez Prado, BA
Community Outreach

Directors’ Award for Highly Promising
Peer Reviewed Cancer Research

Brian Volkman, PhD
Structural Basis for Chemokine Function

MCW Cancer Center

Coming Events

@MCWCancerCenter
ACS CAN
Research Breakfast
November 7, 7:30AM-9:30AM
Journeyman Hotel
310 E. Chicago St, Milwaukee
Register Here: https://bit.ly/3142ctV
Survivorship Symposium
November 22, Noon-5:30PM
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee West
10499 W Innovation Dr
Wauwatosa

SAVE THE DATE
MCW Cancer Center
Scientific Retreat
Friday, May 1, 2020
What’s Your Why?
Connecting with the Mission.
What lies behind
us and what lies
before us are small
matters compared
to what lies within us.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Grand Rounds
December 6, Noon - 1PM
Conf Room M
“DNA vaccines as treatment for
prostate cancer: Mechanisms of
action and resistance”
Douglas G. McNeel, MD, PhD
Carbone Comprehensive
Cancer Center
Cancer Collaborative
January 28, 4:30-6:30 PM
Location TBD
Grand Rounds
February 7, Noon
Conf Room M
Natasha Kyprianou, MD
James F. Hardyman Chair in Urology
Research
University of Kentucky
2020 Scientific Retreat
May 1, 8 AM - 4 PM
Discovery World Pavilion

