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Collaborative.  This newsletter 
serves to provide updates, share 
some details about how far we have 
come and celebrate what we have 
achieved. 
This is an exciting time for the 
MCW Cancer Center, including an 
evolution in leadership, a search for 
the next director, the confirmation 
of a game changing partner, and a 
record number of new peer-review 
grants awarded and submitted. 
This means our efforts toward NCI 
designation continue full steam. 
With the confirmation of strategic 
partner Huron Group, we have 
engaged in an in-depth assessment 
and strategic planning process that 
will provide benchmarking and a 
clear guide to where we’re going 
over the next five years. 
The strategic plan and roadmap 
we develop with input from Huron 
over the next few months will be 
critical for the next draft of the 
CCSG. Our next step, appointing 
an outstanding director who will 
lead us during the next phase 
of growth and efforts, is already 
underway.
Many have asked about a date for 
the submission of the CCSG. 

While NCI designation is a great 
recognition that we will achieve, it 
is not what defines us as a center or 
community. The interim leadership 
has identified a set of key priorities 
and goals that continue to be 
pursued and will position the 
permanent director optimally for 
application for NCI-designation. 
That said, we are committed to 
submitting as soon as we know we 
will be successful. This depends on 
the hiring of the permanent cancer 
center director.  
Since we started our designation 
journey, we have made progress 
and improvements by leaps and 
bounds. Our NCI funding has 
grown two-fold in just the last five 
years alone. We have also increased 
our IIT accrual from 50 to 213 
and our minority accrual rate for 
all cancer trials from 11.9% to 
15.0%. We have about doubled our 
total peer review annual funding 
and our early phase open trials. 
Overall, the MCW Cancer Center 
has experienced major growth in 
multiple areas, all of which has 
enabled us to become a world-class 
cancer center.
The MCW Cancer Center has also 
created programs that help build 
relationships between us and the 
community we serve. 

While it’s not all quantifiable, we 
have had community teams present 
at 100 events annually and formed 
dozens of strong partnerships with 
community leaders, organizers and 
opinion makers. Our Community 
Conversation series has also 
helped us address the mistrust 
that exists between the medical 
and minority communities. These 
listening sessions and discussion-
oriented programs enable us 
to build real relationships with 
people which in turn contribute 
to stronger communities. We now 
have multiple NCI funded research 
grants for projects that address 
cancer disparities and the specific 
issues of our community. When we 
started this journey, we had very 
few. 
We are confident that our journey 
to winning and maintaining NCI 
designation will be successful, 
considering the strong institutional 
support and the amazing talent we 
have at the Cancer Center, a few of 
whom were recognized at the first 
Cancer Collaborative celebration 
event on September 5. Thank you 
all for your perseverance, passion, 
and patience. 

Welcome to the Cancer

Inside: Updates, Details, and Achievements.

With Regards,
Hallgeir and Jim



New Peer Reviewed Grants
Cancer Biology Cancer 

Prevention & 
Outcomes

Discovery & 
Developmental 

Therapeutics

Sridhar Rao
NCI R01
Cohesin Mutations in 
Acute Myelogenous 
Leukemia (BRI)

Bill Drobyski
Cecilia Hillard
NHLBI R01
Cannabinoid-Mediated Mitigation 
of Graft Versus Host Disease: Roles 
of CB2 Receptors and Adenosine 
Signaling

Carmen Bergom 
Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation – 
Career Catalyst
Enhancing Breast Cancer 
Treatment Responses by 
Targeting Genetic Host 
Factors

Marcelo Bonini 
NCI R01
MnSOD Acetylation 
Promotes Cancer Stem 
Cell Phenotypes in Breast 
Cancer

Pradeep 
Chaluvally-
Raghavan 
Dept of Def. Breast 
Cancer
Targeting miR551b 
to Prevent Tumor 
Formation and 
Metastasis of Triple 
Negative Breast Cancer

Ling Wang 
Dept of Def. Ovarian 
Cancer
Regulation of Tumor Cell 
ANGPTL4 by Astrocyte-
Secreted TGF-Beta2 in 
Triple Negative Breast 
Cancer Brain Metastases

Michele Battle 
NDDK R01
GATA4 in Development 
of a Normal 
Squamocolumnar 
Junction and Barretts 
Esophagus

Matt Dellinger
NIEHS R01
Gigiigooinaan (Our 
Fish): A New Advisory 
to Promote Anishinaabe 
Health and Wellness

Melinda Stolley
NCI R01
Men Moving Forward: 
A Lifestyle Intervention 
for African American 
Prostate Cancer 
Survivors

Melinda Stolley
NCI R21
Avanzando Juntas: 
Adapting an Evidence 
Based Weight Loss 
Program for Hispanic 
Breast Cancer Survivors

Lily Wang
ACS Research 
Scholar Grant
Investigate the Role of a 
Novel T Cell Regulatory 
Receptor



Impact Publications
Discovery & 

Developmental 
Therapeutics

Cancer Biology Cancer 
Prevention & 
Outcomes

Liang Wang
Nature Communications 

Amit Joshi, P. LaViolette, 
M. Flister, S. White
ACS Nano

Q. Robert Miao
Cancer Letter

Hallgeir Rui & Mike Flister
Clinical Cancer Research

Carol Williams, Carmen 
Bergom, Mike Flister, 
Hallgeir Rui
Oncogene 

Anita D’Souza, P. Hari 
Leukemia

Anita D’Souza, P. Hari, 
M. Hamadani
Leukemia
Gwen Lomberk, 
Raul Urrutia
Nature Communications

Marja Nevalainen, W. See, 
C. Bergom
Clinical Cancer Research

Matt Riese, S. Rao S, 
B. Johnson
Cancer Research

Bill Drobyski
Blood

Bill Drobyski & M. Pasquini, 
B. Johnson, A. D’Souza, M. 
Eapen, T. Fenske, P. Hari, 
M. Hamadani, M. Horowitz, 
D. Rizzo, W. Saber, 
N. Shah, B. Shaw
Haematologica

Aaron Winn
AMA Oncology

Bronwen Shaw, 
Doug Rizzo
Cancer

Bronwen Shaw
Cancer

Reza Shaker
Gastroenterology

Tao Wang, M. Horowitz
Journal of Clinical 
Oncology

John Charlson & 
Lilliana Pezzin
Journal of the National 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Network



Hello & Welcome 

Marcelo Bonini, PhD

What are some current 
projects you’re working on?

Besides the projects in 
the laboratory focused on 
inflammation and breast 
cancer, we are building a vast 
collection of cell lines and 
reporter systems to interrogate 
changes in cellular phenotype 
and function in real time. This 
high-throughput platform will 
permit us to screen for new 
drugs targeting different types 
of cells (i.e. more aggressive vs. 
less aggressive types of cancer) 
and also study the molecular 
characteristics of specific types 
of cells in a heterogeneous 
population. 

What attracted you to your 
field?

It is my impression that 
scientists are drawn to certain 

fields largely because of their 
own personal experiences. My 
mom is a breast cancer survivor 
and the scare of the diagnosis 
followed by a pretty harsh 
treatment inspired me to use 
my professional career to help 
others going through the same 
ordeal. 

What do you enjoy most 
about your job?

The “eureka” moment. That 
split second when you make a 
discovery and all of a sudden 
everything related to a topic 
makes sense. It is such a rush! 
Scientists are incredibly curious 
people (never tell one you 
know something you cannot tell 
them!). Having the opportunity 
to satisfy that curiosity about 
how things work is truly a 
blessing and something that is 
very important to me. 

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work?

Spending time with Fernanda 
and Molly, day trips, cooking, 
discovering new places in the 
area since we just moved to 
Wisconsin. I am also looking 
forward to warmer days to bike 
along the lake shore. Spending 
time at the museum is always 
very welcome.

Siegfried Janz, MD

What are you some of your 
current projects/research 
interests?

I am currently working on 
two NCI-supported projects.  
The first one – funded by 
2R01CA151354 and entitled 
“Biological validation of 
candidate myeloma genes” 
– attempts to further our 
understanding of genetic 
pathways underlying malignant 
plasma cell transformation.  The 
second project – supported 
by 1R21CA187388 – seeks to 
validate the transcription factor 
FOXM1 as a therapeutic target 
in high-risk myeloma.  The long-
term goal of these projects is to 
improve the survival of patients 
with myeloma, particularly 
the subset with high-risk 
disease.  Additionally, I serve 
as subcontractor on a project, 
1R01CA214246, directed by Dr. 
Alan Lichtenstein, UCLA, that 



Alan Nyitray, PhD
What are some of your 
current projects/research 
interests?

Human papillomavirus causes 
a variety of different cancers.  
Cervical cancer is the most 
important global outcome of 
HPV infection and it is known 
how to screen for cervical 
precancers, at least in resource-
rich settings. I’m interested in 
“if” and “how” we might screen 
for other HPV-associated 
cancers where there is no 
uniform standard screening. 
Specifically, anal cancer has 
been increasing in incidence 
since the mid-20th century. 
While it’s a rare cancer overall, 
it’s a common cancer in gay, 
bisexual and other men who 
have sex with men (MSM). I’m 
interested in how we might 
screen for precancerous lesions 
or early invasive anal cancer. 

What attracted you to your 
field?

I worked in HIV prevention in a 
service capacity from 1988

to 2003. During those years it 
was the epidemiology of HIV 
that really interested me. After 
I went back to school in 2004 
for training in epidemiology, 
I learned about the high 
incidence of HPV-associated 
anal cancer in MSM. I’m gay 
and I thought I could make a
difference in my community and 
others at increased risk for anal 
cancer (e.g., persons who have 
had solid organ transplants). 
So I began to study the natural 
history of anal HPV, first in 
heterosexual men, and then 
in MSM. This natural history 
epidemiology led to my interest 
in screening for outcomes of 
anal HPV infection.

What do you enjoy most 
about your work?

It’s really fun to hypothesize 
about how one believes the 
world works, and then to use 
rigorous science to test those 
hypotheses.

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work?

Going to live music is 
one avocation…mostly 
underappreciated rock and 
hip hop. Shows I’ve enjoyed 
lately – Parquet Courts, Chuck 
Prophet, Big Thief, Tame 
Impala, and Open Mike Eagle. 
And since I also enjoy bicycling, 
backpacking, and sampling craft 
beers, I’m very happy to be in 
Milwaukee.

concerns the mechanism by 
which the ribonucleoprotein 
hnRNP A1 regulates the 
translation of the cellular 
oncogene MYC in multiple 
myeloma cells.  

What attracted you to your 
field?

When I graduated from the 
University of Leipzig Medical 
School in my native Germany 
back in the 1980s, there was 
already a lot of excitement 
about translating breakthroughs 
in fundamental immunology – 
particularly monoclonal antibody 
production and Niels Jerne’s 
idiotype and anti-idiotype 
network theory – to new, 
curative treatments of blood 
cancers.  Targeting minimal 
residual disease and eradicating 
the underlying cell clone 
using therapeutic antibodies 
seemed such a promising and 
straightforward idea.  Little did 
anyone know that it would take 
another 2-3 decades before this 
concept would finally come to 
fruition. 

What do you enjoy most 
about your work?

Collaborating in a team.  The 
ability to innovate and ask new 
questions.  The subject matter 
of cancer – endlessly complex, 
fascinating, and mysterious.  
Not being bogged down by 
repetitive routine tasks and 
doing the same thing over and 
over again.        



Dev Karan, PhD
What are you some of your 
current projects/research 
interests?

Our laboratory addresses the 
role of the immune system in 
antitumor therapy, activation 
of antitumor responses and 
characterization of antitumor 
effector mechanisms specific to 
prostate cancer. We developed 
an adenovirus-based vaccine 
for a simultaneous targeting of 
prostate-specific antigens and 
are working towards translating 
this dual antigen-specific 
prostate cancer immunotherapy 
approach into clinics. We are 
also focused on understanding 
the biology of prostate cancer 
associated with disparity 
between African American and 
Caucasian men. Genetic and 
epigenetic changes are known 
as tumorigenic drivers because 
epigenetic editing precludes 
mounting of host antitumor 
response necessary for tumor 
cell clearance. 

DNA methylation, catalyzed by 
DNA methyltransferase, is the 
best-characterized epigenetic 
modification in prostate cancer, 
and racial disparities in DNA 
methylation are associated with 
cancer prognosis and survival. 
Our goal is to determine the 
impact of antitumor immunity 
following DNA methylation 
targeting in prostate cancer 
cells.

What attracted you to your 
field?

All along my education journey, 
I heard and read about a deadly 
disease named ‘Cancer’. 
After completing my graduate 
training in population genetics, 
the curiosity to know about 
the genetic basis of cancer 
attracted me to this field of 
research. I was fortunate to 
have the opportunity and to 
dive into the field to study the 
molecular basis of prostate 
cancer. The fact that there is 
continuous advancement in the 
biomedical techniques racing 
to crush cancer keeps me 
motivated to continue my work.  

What do you enjoy most 
about your job?

People around me working in 
the area of prostate cancer are 
very friendly and committed to 
helping to improve and expand 
knowledge about prostate 
cancer. I really enjoy what I do 
since most of my

time is devoted to planning 
and executing the research 
strategies manipulating prostate 
tumor microenvironment. 
The challenge of everyday 
research and an optimism of 
crushing prostate cancer keeps 
fascinating me.

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work?

It is almost impossible to be 
out of the research thinking 
mode even when I am not in my 
lab or office. I enjoy spending 
time with my family and visiting 
different places. Apart from 
this, when I get a chance, I love 
to be involved in community 
service.



Recently Awarded Pilot Grants
“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of seeing things.” 

-Henry Miller

Thank you to all those
who serve on the 
Pilot Grant Review 
Committee.

If you are interested 
in serving on these 
committees please 
reach out to Nicole 
Davis at
nmdavis@mcw.edu

Guan Chen
A kinase linking inflammation and colon cancer

Binod Dhakal
Understanding the role of micro-RNA in multiple myeloma bone disease: A pilot study

Yi-Wen Huang
Targeting LSD1 for high grade endometrial cancer by modulating cell adhesion

Soyoung Kim
More general variable selection methods under case-cohort design (Supplement)

Yunguang Sun
Molecular determinants of double tamoxifen and trastuzumab resistance in ER positive breast cancer(Supplement) 

Nan Zhu
The role of Arid2/Arid1b in MLL-AF9 leukemogenesis (Supplement)

Brian Bennett
Is ROS formation increased during tumor growth? Low-temperature EPR & bioluminescence imaging studies

Lubna Chaudhary
An Exploratory Study of Neoadjuvant Endocrine Therapy in Hormone Receptor-Positive HER2Negative Node-Negative 
Breast Cancer Patients to Assess Responses and Mechanisms of Endocrine Resistance

John Rhee
Efficacy of Reza band for the treatment of larngopharngeal reflux

Brian Volkman
Targeting RPA-XPA interactions towards combinatorial cancer therapeutics

Bing Yu
Laser ablation of liver tumors with integrated real-time optical monitoring

Ehab Atallah
National Chronic Myeloid Leukemia Registry

Joan Neuner
MPI PROs for Adherence to Breast Cancer Therapy

Amit Joshi
Personalized Nanomedicine Interventions Targeted to Germline Driven Tumor Vascular Heterogeneity

Qing Miao
Contributions of epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) to promote the metastasis of 
estrogen receptor-positive breast cancer



Recently Awarded Pilot Grants

Silvia Munoz-Price - CLIN_TRAN Determinants for C. difficile infection in a hematology 
oncology cohort undergoing systematic C. difficile colonization testing

Christopher Chitambar - Development of an Iron Protein Biomarker Panel for 
Glioblastoma 

Carmen Bergom - Pilot study for the development and implementation of a virtual reality-
based breast cancer patient radiation education and anxiety mitigation program

Li X Allen - Speedy online adaptive replanning

Li Lilly Wang - VISTA, a novel checkpoint that suppresses anti-tumor T cell responses

Brent Logan - Bayesian ensemble models for time to event data and individualized 
treatments 

Linda Olson - Identification of novel Glucosidase II inhibitors to inhibit breast cancer 
metastasis (Supplement) 

Pradeep Chaluvally-Raghavan - RNA Activation Driven Ovarian Cancer

STAY TUNED FOR THE
DIRECTORS’ AWARD for 

HIGHLY PROMISING 
PEER REVIEWED CANCER RESEARCH

Continued

The next Cancer Collaborative Event 
will be March 2019



Dr. Michael Dwinell and 
Dr. Sridhar Rao were 
awarded funding for projects 
as the Inaugural Awardees of 
the Joint Cancer Genomics 
Program.

Dr. Balaraman Kalyanaraman, 
was one of eight Indian 
American scientists to receive 
this year’s outstanding 
achievement award from the 
Society of Asian American 
Scientists in Cancer Research 
(SAASCR).

Dr. William Drobyski was 
named Associate Editor 
of Biology of Blood and 
Marrow Transplantation 
which is the official journal 
of the American Society 
of Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation.

Our CTO was the 2nd 
top accruing site for the 
NRG cooperative group 
from January – June 2018.  
Accrual totals are based on 
enrollments on NCTN and 
NCORP trials.  Great work!

Congratulations!

Dr. Sailaja Kamaraju led 
the First Annual Cancer 
Disparities Symposium: 
a Focus on the Burden 
of Triple-Negative Breast 
Cancer. (pictures below).

Clinical Trials Office



“Wherever the art 
of Medicine is loved, 
there is also a love 

of Humanity. ”
- Hippocrates

Collaboration within the institution 
can lead to amazing discoveries 
and new ideas. But, real potential 
for progress happens when we 
collaborate with and learn from the 
community - for it is here that new 
vision and realization is possible.

Over the last many months so 
many of our members have given 
their time, talent, and insight 
in building relationships with 
our neighbors in our shared 
community.

We thank you.
Prostate Cancer Survivors Panel at 
PHEN Screening Event

Dr. John Meurer & Dr. Alonzo Walker at the 
FELLAS 5k

Rev. Clarence Thomas & Dr. Ryan 
Spellecy at the Tuskegee Community 
Conversation

Community Conversation about 
Tuskegee Panel Discussion with Drs. 
Egede, Whittle, Spellecy

Drs. Meurer, Nyitray, Walker, Stolley, 
Siker, et al. at FELLAS 5k

Intern Travis Martinez & Dr. Dev 
Karan at FELLAS 5k

Dr. Leonard Egede, Co-Chair of 
2018 FELLAS 5k

Dr. Karan, Dr. Zeitlin, Dr. Thomas, 
Amy Crumble LGBT Com Cntr, 
Dr. Stolley at June Community 
Conversation

Dr. Kirsten Beyer at the 
Henrietta Lacks Com. 
Conversation

Venice Williams and Dr. Ryan 
Spellecy at the Henrietta Lacks 
Community Conversation

PHEN Prostate Cancer Screening 
with the Bucks

Dr. Frank Wilson at the Oneida 
Empower You Community 
Conversation.



Thank you to all those who connected at our 
Cancer Collaborative kickoff event.

Watch for details on the next 
Cancer Collaborative event.  

You won’t want to miss it.

2018 
Cancer Center 

Outstanding 
Achievement 

Awards

Awarded at the 
Cancer Collaborative 
on September 5, 2018

Staff Recognition Award
Terri Misorski
Senior Grants Operations Coordinator

Excellence in Adult Clinical Research
Mehdi Hamadani, MD
Associate Professor

Excellence in Pediatric Clinical Research
Paul Harker-Murray, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor

Excellence in Translational Research
Stuart Wong, MD
Associate Professor

Excellence in Population Science Research
Kirsten Beyer, PhD, MPH, MS
Assistant Professor

Excellence in Basic Science Research
Vera Tarakanova, PhD
Associate Professor



Coming Events

Professionalism Week 
October 22
Respect First
Explore, Empower, Excel.  
More information on the week’s 
activities on the Professionalism 
Week website.

2nd Annual Multiple Myeloma 
Patient and Caregiver Symposium
October 29, 8AM-3PM
The Ingleside Hotel (formerly 
known as Country Springs Hotel)
2810 Golf Rd.
Pewaukee, WI

For these and more events please 
check out our Facebook page 
Events section.

@MCWCancerCenter

MCW Cancer Center

September -

Prostate Health 
Education Symposium
Sept 29 8AM-Noon
3456 N 38th St, MKE

Young African American Breast 
Cancer Survivors Conference
Sept 29th 8:45AM-2PM
631 E Chicago St., MKE

October - 
5th Annual Clinical Research 
Symposium
Oct 5, 11AM-4PM
Free and lunch is provided. 
For more information contact 
Maraty Gray at mtgray@mcw.edu

Grand Rounds Lunch and Lecture
October  5, Noon-1PM
Conference Room M, 3rd Floor,
Cancer Center
“Tracking Phospho-Progesterone 
Receptor Actions in Luminal Breast 
Cancer Progression”
Carol Lange, PhD
University of Minnesota
Masonic Cancer Center

Redox Symposium: IncuCyte Live-
Cell Analysis Seminar and Demo 
Planning
October 12, 11:30AM-1PM
HRC 4950 (CVC Conf Room)
Learn about the IncuCyte® Live 
Cell Analysis System, developed 
by Essen BioScience, Inc., the first 
system to quantify cell behavior in 
real time


