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WISCONSIN ALCOHOL POLICY PROJECT

Tools, Training, & Technical Assistance to Reduce 
Excessive Alcohol Consumption 
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ALCOHOL IS A MAJOR CAUSE OF DEATH WORLD-WIDE

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA

3,000,000
Deaths/Year
Worldwide

140,000 
Deaths/Year
In United States

3,190
Deaths/Year
In Wisconsin



4

WI ALCOHOL DEATHS CONTINUE TO GROW
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Wisconsin Department of Health Services. DHS Interactive Dashboards: Alcohol Death Module. Last Updated 7/12/2022

More alcohol deaths in 2021 than the population of Lodi, WI



World Health 
Organization‐
Alcohol 
Impact on 
Health

200 disease and 
injury conditions

3 million deaths 
every year

5.1 % of the 
global burden of 
disease and injury



World Health 
Organization‐
Alcohol 
Impact on 
Health

Impacts the relatively 
young 

20 – 39 y/o
13.5% of the total deaths 
are alcohol‐attributable. 

Mental and Behavioral 
Disorders
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HARMS FROM EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL USE
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WISCONSIN IS AMERICA’S DRUNKEST STATE 

In Wisconsin

Adults binge or heavy drinking:
27.1% (Highest)

Driving deaths involving alcohol:
35.7% (5th highest)

https://247wallst.com/special-report/2021/11/07/americas-drunkest-states-2/11/
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EVERY COUNTY IN WISCONSIN IS OVER THE U.S. AVERAGE FOR 
EXCESSIVE DRINKING

Bentley, D., Every county in Wisconsin has a high percentage of excessive drinkers (jsonline.com https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2021/05/27/every-county-wisconsin-has-high-percentage-excessive-drinkers/7436900002/)
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RANGE OF 60 TO 650 PEOPLE PER ALCOHOL LICENSE
In 2019-2020, Wisconsin averaged 
341 Residents per License.
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FRACTION OF DEATHS ATTRIBUTABLE TO ≥ 0.10 BAC 

0.24

0.31

0.37

0.34

0.24

0.29

0.29

0.42

0.63

0.2

0.21

0.27

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7

ASPIRATION

DROWNING

FALLS

FIRE

FIREARMS

HOMICIDE

HYPOTHERMIA

MV NONTRAFFIC CRASHES

OTHER ROAD VEHICLE CRASHES (RAILROAD …

POISONING (NOT ALCOHOL)

SUICIDE

WATER TRANSPORT

Alpert, Hillel & Slater, Megan & Yoon, Young & Chen, Chiung & Winstanley, Nancy & Esser, Marissa. (2022). Alcohol Consumption and 15 Causes of Fatal Injuries: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 10.1016/j.amepre.2022.03.025. (Alcohol Attributable Fractions)
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2020 WISCONSIN ACUTE ALCOHOL-INDUCED DEATHS INCLUDE:

167

194

418

620

MVA

Suicide

Poisoning

Falls

Wisconsin Department of Health Services. DHS Interactive Dashboards: Alcohol Death Module; Environmental Public Health Data Tracker. 
https://dhsgis.wi.gov/DHS/EPHTracker; Community Maps. https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/pages/about.jsp

Deaths due to alcohol-
fueled homicide not 
included here.
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AND WE CAN REVERSE THESE TRENDS
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“It has long been recognized that the problems 
with alcohol relate not to the use of a bad thing, 
but to the abuse of a good thing.

Abraham Lincoln
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Q & A

WHAT ARE YOUR 
QUESTIONS? 

PLEASE USE THE 
CHAT!
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CONNECT WITH US!

www.mcw.edu/wisapp

Mbusalacchi@mcw.edu


