
Department of Medicine 11th Annual Research Retreat 
March 7, 2025  

Italian Community Center, 631 E. Chicago St., Milwaukee, WI 

7:15 - 7:50 AM Registration & Breakfast 

7:50 - 8:00 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks Kathryn Flynn, PhD 

8:00 - 9:00 AM 
Medicine Grand Rounds & 

Keynote Lecture 
Linden Hu, MD 

9:05 - 9:45 AM Poster Session I (odd numbers) Festa Ballroom 

9:50 - 10:20 AM MCW Invited Speaker Terri deRoon-Cassini, PhD 

10:25 - 11:25 AM Breakout Session Conference Rooms 

11:30 - 11:45 AM 

Michael J. Dunn Award for Research 

Excellence Award Recipient 
Ben George, MD 

11:45 - 12:00 PM 

Daniel McCarty Award for Research 

Excellence Award Recipient 
Ze Zheng, PhD 

12:00 - 1:00 PM Lunch 

1:05 - 1:15 PM 

Case of the Year Presentations 

Sabahat Usmani, MD 

1:16 - 1:31 PM 
Christopher Wagner, MD, 

MPH 

1:32 - 1:46 PM Leena Abu-Zahra 

1:47 - 2:02 PM Taylor Hallcox, MD 

2:05 - 2:50 PM Poster Session II (even numbers) Festa Ballroom 

2:55 - 3:00 PM Cardiovascular Center Director Update 
Michael Widlansky, MD, 

MPH, FACC, FAHA 

3:00 - 3:05 PM 
Center for Advancing Population Science 

Director Update  
Joni Williams, MD, MPH 

3:05 - 3:30 PM Closing Remarks & Awards 
Rachel Cusatis, PhD 

Matthew Surdel, PhD 

3:30 - 4:30 PM Wine & Popcorn Reception Lobby 




