
From 1958 to 1969, Edwin H. Ellison, 
MD, was Professor and the first full-
time Chair of Surgery at the Medical 
College of Wisconsin, then known as 
the Marquette School of Medicine. 
As a teacher and as a surgical 
scientist, he was unexcelled. His 
untimely death in 1970 prompted 

his friends and colleagues to seek a means of 
perpetuating the Ellison legacy. The Edwin H. Ellison 
Memorial Lectureship was established to regularly bring 
leading surgical educators to the Medical College. 

Dr. Ellison received his surgical training at The Ohio 
State University College of Medicine under the tutelage 
of Robert M. Zollinger, MD. Dr. Ellison served on The 
Ohio State University faculty from 1944 to 1957. He 
moved to Milwaukee in 1958. During the next 11 years, 
his major efforts were the development of a full-time 
department of surgery for the Medical College, 
recruitment of outstanding leaders in the surgical 
specialties, and the newly built research programs in 
the Allen Bradley research laboratory. Dr. Ellison’s 
vision for training surgical residents culminated in the 
development of the Marquette University Affiliated 
Residency Program, which is now known as the Medical 
College of Wisconsin Affiliated Hospitals, Inc. (MCWAH). 

Under his leadership, the faculty made significant 
contributions to the field of gastrointestinal surgery. 
These efforts stemmed from Dr. Ellison’s earlier work at 
Ohio State and the discovery with Dr. Zollinger of a new 
disease entity with interaction between islet cell tumors 
of the pancreas and the stomach, now widely known as 
Zollinger-Ellison Syndrome. 

Dr. Ellison was a well-known leader in organized 
medicine and served on the editorial boards of 
prestigious journals. He contributed 161 papers to 
scientific literature, and shortly before he died, had 
compiled illustrative material for Ellison’s Atlas of 
Surgery of the Stomach and Duodenum.  

Dr. Ellison’s noteworthy contributions to the practice of 
surgery and his commitment to training future 
generations of surgeons are embodied in the Edwin H. 
Ellison Memorial Lectureship.  
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The Medical College of Wisconsin Department 
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their significant contributions to education, 

research, and patient care: 
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Dr. Jennifer F. Tseng was born in Berkeley and grew up in San Jose, California. She 

attended Stanford University, majoring in English and biological sciences, followed by 

medical school at the University of California, San Francisco. Dr. Tseng did her surgery 

residency at Massachusetts General Hospital, where she also served as staff surgeon 

(super-Chief), followed by a surgical oncology fellowship at the University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center. Dr. Tseng began her faculty career at the University of 

Massachusetts Medical Center in 2005; while there, she obtained a master’s degree in 

public health at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Dr. Tseng was recruited to 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical School as Chief of Surgical 

Oncology in 2011, where she rose to the rank of Professor of Surgery at Harvard. In 2017, 

she was appointed as the James Utley Professor and Chair of Surgery at Boston University 

School of Medicine (BUSM) and Surgeon-in-Chief at Boston Medical Center (BMC).   

 

Dr. Tseng is a surgical oncologist whose practice includes pancreas, hepatobiliary, and 

gastric surgery. She is also a health services researcher focusing on risk prediction and 

prevention, disparities in surgical and cancer care, and models to build health equity. Dr. 

Tseng founded the Surgical Outcomes Analysis & Research (SOAR) initiative in 2007. SOAR 

is now the hub of outcomes research for the BUSM/BMC Department of Surgery. She is 

the President-elect of The Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, is a founder and a 

Past President of the Society of Asian Academic Surgeons, is a member of the executive 

councils of the Society of Surgical Oncology and the Society of University Surgeons, and 

was recently appointed Chair of the research committee for the American Board of Surgery 

(ABS), where she is also a member of the ABS Council. Dr. Tseng is a deputy editor for 

JAMA Surgery and serves on a number of editorial boards.  

 

Dr. Tseng has mentored multiple trainees to great success in national and international 

meetings, funded grants, and peer-reviewed publications, and their achievements are her 

source of greatest pride.  

 

Dr. Tseng lives with her husband Dr. Marc Sabatine and their two teenage children, 

Matthew (“Matteo”) and Natalie, in greater Boston. 

 The Forty-Ninth Annual Edwin H. Ellison Memorial Lectureship 

Schedule of Events:  
 

 

 

Tuesday, March 1, 2022 
 

4:00 PM — 5:00 PM  

Case Conference 

 

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

7:30 AM — 8:30 AM 

Department of Surgery 
Grand Rounds 

49th Annual Ellison Lecture 

“Health Equity Now!” 

 

8:30 AM — 9:30 AM 

Rocking Chair Conference 

 

For  information on how to attend, 

please email surgeryevents@mcw.edu 

Jennifer F. Tseng, MD, MPH  


