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To our graduates:

Could you imagine what this day would look and feel like 28 months ago? Just like the 
patients we care for, you may have found yourself confused and overwhelmed by a process 
you didn’t fully understand as you entered the program. Perhaps at some point you 
asked to be woken up when it was over. But just as we advocate for our patients you have 
also had various advocates and mentors help guide you towards success. While you may 
have many emotions as you center your thoughts on the various accomplishments and 
challenges you faced throughout your journey, I hope you all stand here today proud of 
having completed such a rigorous program and humbled by the fortune to experience such 
a formative opportunity.  

Nearly three years ago, you committed to join MCW’s Master of Science in Anesthesia 
program as our graduating Class of 2025—beginning your journey to become a Certified Anesthesiologist Assistant.  This 
will certainly be a time you will never forget, many of your fellow CAA’s still regularly think about their own time in 
training. The opportunities and experiences involved in learning our craft are transformative. Unlike our patients, you 
remained conscious throughout them all. The journey, with all the deeply impactful learning experiences, likely revealed 
talents you were unaware you possessed. Reflect on those times where you broke through personal boundaries and limits 
that seemed insurmountable. Remember them as you enter this challenging field and know you are prepared to handle 
the worst situations our patients may experience as you provide their vigilant care. Think about how you have skillfully 
guided hundreds of patients through transitions of consciousness and sensation. You have administered thousands of 
medications with precision and prudence. You have listened (and even seen) to a beating heart. You have fine-tuned your 
senses to pick up on the subtle changes that can occur to the body during surgery. These are just simple examples of the 
vast experiences used to describe what it means to be a CAA. Only your personal journey provides impactful context. 

During your time at MCW, you likely held a patient’s hand to allay their fear and assured them you will be with them 
until they are safely through the surgery. You may have carried a precious child to the operating room and returned them 
to anxiously waiting and ultimately relieved parents. While our patients are typically the highlight of our focus, today 
the spotlight shines brightly on you. This is a time to celebrate! Your faculty, friends, and family bear witness to your 
accomplishments. Today, you join our profession, not only as Certified Anesthesiologist Assistants, but as distinguished 
graduates of the Medical College of Wisconsin. Your future work now becomes our shared story. We look forward to 
seeing your expertise continue to grow and the impact it will have on the communities you serve. 

Sincerely,

Kyle Goham, MHSc, CAA

“I just want to wake up.”
� – Said by approximately millions of patients…
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Order of Exercise
Welcome
John R. Raymond, Sr., MD
	 President and CEO

John Donofrio
	 Chair, Board of Trustees

Deborah M. Costakos, MD, MS
	 Dean, School of Medicine

Conferral of Honorary Degree
John R. Raymond, Sr., MD:
	 Donald E. Arnold, MD, FACHE, FASA

Keynote Address
Donald E. Arnold, MD, FACHE, FASA
	 Immediate Past President, American Society  
	 of Anesthesiologists; Chair, Department of  
	 Anesthesiology, Mercy Hospital, St. Louis;  
	 Physician lead, Mercy Anesthesiology Specialty  
	 Council; Board Member, Mercy Health East  
	 Communities and Western Anesthesiology  
	 Associates, Inc.

Candidate Degree Presentation
Master of Science in Anesthesia

Candidates announced by: 
	 Kyle Goham, MHSc, CAA 
		  Assistant Professor,  
		  Program Director, MSA Program

Congratulations from Alumni Association 
	 Malika L. Siker, MD, GME ’11 
		  President-Elect 
		  MCW/Marquette Medical Alumni Association

Closing Remarks
John R. Raymond, Sr., MD

Degree Awarded

Master of Science in Anesthesia (MSA)
The MSA Program provides high quality 
education through challenging curriculum 
and comprehensive clinical teaching. MCW 
prepares safe and competent providers for 
the surgical patient.

MCW’s MSA program is the first in the 
state to train anesthesiologist assistants, 
who will work under the direction of 
leading physician anesthesiologists after 
graduation. The curriculum immerses 
students in all areas of anesthesia know-
ledge throughout the 28-month program, 
transforming the student into an expert 
clinician.

Based at MCW’s Milwaukee campus, the 
MSA program at MCW teaches to the 
highest level of professionalism. As part of 
MCW’s Department of Anesthesiology, our 
students learn at top academic medical 
centers.
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Leadership

 
President and Chief Executive Officer

John R. Raymond, Sr., MD, joined the Medical College 
of Wisconsin as its sixth President and CEO in July 2010. 
He previously served as Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Provost at the Medical University of South 
Carolina (MUSC), where he had been a faculty member 
since 1996. Dr. Raymond leads Wisconsin’s only 
private health sciences university, which includes the 
nation’s third-largest private medical school. Under his 
leadership, MCW continues to be a leader of innovation 
as Wisconsin’s largest private research institution.

A practicing nephrologist with active roles in clinical 
care, teaching and faculty mentorship, Dr. Raymond  
also is a medical researcher studying the basic 
mechanisms of kidney cell function. He has published 
more than 140 full-length manuscripts and earned 
nearly $40 million in funding in his career. He is a 
member of the Association of American Physicians and 
the American Society for Clinical Investigation.

Dr. Raymond is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the United Way of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha 
County and served as Co-chair of the 2020 United Way 
Campaign. He also serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Versiti Blood Center of Wisconsin’s Blood Research 
Institute. Dr. Raymond is the Past President of the Board 
of the American Heart Association of Metro Milwaukee. 
He was named as a 2024 Wisconsin Titan 100, which 
recognizes the state’s most accomplished business 
leaders in their respective industries.

 
Provost

Cheryl A. Maurana, PhD, is the Provost, Stephen and 
Shelagh Roell Endowed Chair, Professor of Bioethics 
and Medical Humanities, Founding Director of the Kern 
National Network for Flourishing in Health, and Senior 
Vice President for Strategic Academic Partnerships. 

As Provost, Dr. Maurana serves as the principal academic 
officer of MCW and is responsible for the development, 
administration and execution of its academic and 
professional programs and the education and welfare 
of MCW’s learners. Additionally, she is leading a 
restructuring of the Provost’s Office and is working 
with internal stakeholders to develop a plan for MCW 
to flourish as a health sciences university of the future. 
The Deans of the MCW School of Pharmacy and School 
of Graduate Studies, and the Director of the Advancing a 
Healthier Wisconsin Endowment (AHW), report directly 
to Dr. Maurana. 

Since joining MCW in 1995, Dr. Maurana has been 
responsible for expanding MCW’s inter-institutional 
academic efforts and fostering collaboration among 
existing and new partners. She provided collaborative 
leadership for the development of MCW’s regional 
medical education campuses and the creation of the 
MCW School of Pharmacy, launched the PhD program 
in Public and Community Health, and served as the first 
Senior Associate Dean for Public and Community Health, 
Founding Director of the Institute for Health & Society 
(now the Institute for Health & Humanity),  
and Founding Director of AHW.

 
Dean of the School of Medicine

Deborah M. Costakos, MD, MS, has served as Dean of 
the School of Medicine (SOM) since January 2025, and 
also serves is Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences. She was the Department Chair from January 
2020 through December 2024 following 11 months 
as Interim Chair. As Dean of the SOM, Dr. Costakos 
is responsible for the conduct and advancement of 
its programs; maintaining the highest standards 
of excellence within its academic affairs; fostering 
competitive biomedical research programs;  
and ensuring high-quality patient care and engagement 
of communities to advance health for all.  

Dr. Costakos serves as the chief administrative and 
academic officer of the SOM and oversees the Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education accreditation. She 
recommends primary or secondary faculty appointments 
for individuals requesting SOM appointments and 
recommends appointments and reappointments to a 
named or endowed chair/professorship. Additionally, 
Dr. Costakos oversees MCW’s Senior Associate Deans, 
Clinical and Basic Science Department Chairs, Institute 
and Center Directors, and the Deans of MCW’s regional 
campuses. Dr. Costakos received her MD from MCW 
in 1998. Following completion of her ophthalmology 
residency and fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology, she 
entered private practice. Since joining MCW in 2009, Dr. 
Costakos has developed a nationally recognized program 
for the care of infants with Retinopathy of Prematurity, 
started a pediatric ophthalmology fellowship, and served 
as Medical Director for Pediatric Ophthalmology.

 
Executive Vice President for Finance and 
Administration and Chief Operating Officer

Matthew Lester, MBA, MHA, CPA, was appointed as 
Executive Vice President for Finance and Administration, 
and Chief Operating Officer, effective August 1, 2022. 
He serves as the principal administrative officer of the 
Medical College of Wisconsin and is a member of the 
institution’s leadership team.

Mr. Lester is responsible for MCW’s financial functions 
as well as the planning, organizing, evaluating and 
monitoring of all administrative and facilities functions. 
He oversees strategic financial and administrative 
planning, budget development and implementation, 
policy formulation, facilities and organizational 
development. Additionally, he has oversight of facilities, 
central purchasing, information services and other 
institutional functions as required to support MCW’s 
missions.

Mr. Lester possess almost 30 years of management 
experience leading and advising healthcare and higher-
education organizations. He is a highly collaborative 
executive, combining strategic planning, operational 
acumen and business development expertise to develop 
actionable solutions for a broad array of challenges. 
Additionally, he possesses a robust background of 
management consulting and financial leadership at  
two medical schools and experience working closely  
with hospital leadership to design and execute an  
aligned affiliation and joint strategy.
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Senior Associate Dean for Education in the 
School of Medicine

José Franco, MD, Professor of Medicine (Gastroenterol-
ogy and Hepatology), was named Senior Associate Dean 
for Education in the School of Medicine in April 2022.  
He previously served as Interim Senior Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs in the School of Medicine from April 
2021 through April 2022. He also currently serves as 
Standardized Teaching and Assessment Resource (STAR) 
Center Director. Dr. Franco’s extensive service to the  
education mission also includes his past role as  
Discovery Curriculum Director and Associate Dean  
for Educational Improvement.

Dr. Franco has witnessed and/or been involved in  
curriculum reform, innovation and excellence in 
teaching at MCW for more than 30 years. Dr. Franco is 
a member of MCW’s Society of Teaching Scholars and 
received the institution’s Distinguished Service Award in 
2013.

 
Founding Dean of the Medical College of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay and Interim Dean of 
the Medical College of Wisconsin-Central 
Wisconsin

Matthew L. Hunsaker, MD, joined the Medical College of 
Wisconsin as the Founding Campus Dean for the Medical 
College of Wisconsin-Green Bay and Professor of Family 
and Community Medicine in January 2014. Dr. Hunsaker 
assumed the additional position of Interim Dean of 
MCW-Central Wisconsin, on June 1, 2025.

Dr. Hunsaker provides overall leadership and 
management of MCW’s regional medical school campus 
in Green Bay and serves as the primary liaison for our 
health system, academic and community partners in 
Northeast Wisconsin, as well as with MCW’s Milwaukee 
campus. Dr. Hunsaker continues to serve as a national 
and international resource for medical education, 
Human Resources in Health (HRH), particularly in the 
design and scale-up of medical education, primary care 
and community-based medical teaching models.

 
Founding Dean of the School of Pharmacy

George E. MacKinnon III, PhD, MS, RPh, joined the 
Medical College of Wisconsin in 2015 as Founding Dean 
and Professor of the School of Pharmacy. He also serves 
as Professor of Family and Community Medicine in the 
School of Medicine and Institute for Health & Humanity 
in the Graduate School. Dr. MacKinnon leads the MCW 
School of Pharmacy to deliver a dynamic and innovative 
Doctor of Pharmacy curriculum and to expand 
pharmacist care models in collaborative approaches to 
team-based care. He has held academic appointments 
in medicine and pharmacy engaging in clinical practice, 
research, teaching and academic administration, 
where he has helped to successfully establish four 
new academic pharmacy programs across the United 
States. His non-academic appointments have included 
Vice President of Academic Affairs with the American 
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy and Director of 
Global Health Economics & Outcomes Research at  
Abbott Laboratories.

Dr. MacKinnon is a Fellow of the American Society of 
Health-System Pharmacists, a Distinguished Scholar 
Fellow of the National Academies of Practice and was 
a recipient of an honorary Doctor of Medical Sciences 
degree from the Medical College of Wisconsin in 2022. 
Dr. MacKinnon serves on the board of the Pharmacy 
Society of Wisconsin and the American Association 
of Colleges of Pharmacy as past chair of the Council 
of Deans, and is the co-chair of the Walgreens Deans 
Advisory Council.

 
Dean of the School of Graduate Studies

Daisy Sahoo, PhD, was named Dean of the Medical 
College of Wisconsin School of Graduate Studies and the 
inaugural holder of the WIS Founders Circle Endowed 
Professorship effective February 1, 2024. She also 
currently serves as Professor of Medicine with secondary 
appointments in the Departments of Biochemistry and 
Pharmacology and Toxicology. As Dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies, Dr. Sahoo oversees all aspects of the 
Graduate School, which includes 41 different academic 
programs comprising doctorate, Master’s and certificate 
programs. Dr. Sahoo joined the MCW faculty in 2007 as 
Assistant Professor of Medicine and rose through the 
ranks to Professor with Tenure in 2018. She served as 
Vice Chair for Research in the Department of Medicine 
from 2014-2024 and as President of the MCW Faculty 
Council from 2020-2021.

Dr. Sahoo’s work has been supported by the NIH 
with continuous R01 funding since 2007, and she 
has directly generated more than $7.1 million in total 
research funding to study cholesterol transport and 
cardiovascular disease. She received MCW’s Women 
in Science Pioneer Research Award in 2021. Dr. Sahoo 
has mentored numerous undergraduate, medical and 
graduate students as well as postdoctoral fellows and 
faculty. Her mentoring efforts were recognized with the 
Department of Medicine’s Mentorship Award, by MCW’s 
graduate students with the 2023 Mentor of the Year 
award, and at the national level with a mentoring  
award from the American Heart Association.
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Leadership
Ehab A. Abourashed, PhD  
Assistant Dean for Academic  
	 and Curricular Affairs,  
	 School of Pharmacy

Baseer Ahmad, MD  
Interim Chair, Ophthalmology  
	 and Visual Sciences

Kenneth P. Allen, DVM  
Assistant Provost, Biomedical  
	 Resource Center

Andreea Antonescu- 
Turcu, MD  
Associate Dean for Veterans  
	 Affairs

Jennifer A. N. Apps, PhD 
Assistant Provost for Faculty  
	 Affairs

Nathan Berken 
Vice President, Government  
	 Relations

Chad Carlson, MD 
Interim Chair, Neurology

Brian S. Cowperthwaite, MS 
Vice President, Facilities and  
	 Operations

Laura Cassidy, MS, PhD  
Director, Institute for  
	 Health & Humanity 
Associate Dean for Global  
	 Health

Terri A. deRoon Cassini, PhD  
Director of the MCW  
	 Comprehensive Injury 
	 Center

Lisa A. Cirillo, PhD 
Assistant Dean for Basic 
	 Science Curriculum

John A. Corbett, PhD 
Chair, Biochemistry

Shelisa A. Dalton, MBA 
Chief Financial Officer

Melinda Dwinell, PhD 
Associate Dean for Research

Michael B. Dwinell, PhD 
Founding Director, Center for  
	 Immunology 
Hanis-Stepka-Rettig 
	 Endowed Chair in Cancer  
	 Research

Jesse Ehrenfeld, MD, MPH 
Senior Associate Dean and 
	 Director, Advancing a  
	 Healthier Wisconsin  
	 Endowment

Abir El-Alfy, PhD 
Assistant Dean for Student  
	 Affairs, School of Pharmacy

Elizabeth H. Ellinas, MD 
Associate Dean for Women’s  
	 Leadership

Douglas B. Evans, MD 
Chair, Surgery 
Donald C. Ausman Family 
	 Foundation Chair of  
	 Surgery

Julie Freed, MD, PhD 
Interim Institute Director,  
	 Clinical and Translational  
	 Science Institute 

Kimberly Gecsi, MD 
Chief Medical Officer,  
	 Froedtert and the Medical  
	 College of Wisconsin

Nashaat Gerges, PhD 
Chair, Biopharmaceutical 
	 Sciences, School of  
	 Pharmacy

Amir A. Ghaferi, MD, MSc,  
	 MBA 
Senior Associate Dean,  
	 Clinical Affairs - Adult  
	 Practice 
President, Physician  
	 Enterprise

Joseph W. Gravel, Jr., MD 
Chair, Family and  
	 Community Medicine

Erin M. Green, MD 
Assistant Dean of Clinical 
	 Learning, MCW-Green Bay

Adam Greenberg, PhD  
Associate Dean for  
	 Postdoctoral Affairs and  
	 Graduate Career  
	 Development

William A. Hall, MD 
Chair, Radiation Oncology

Craig J. Hanke, PhD 
Assistant Dean for  
	 Curriculum, MCW- 
	 Green Bay

Robert J. Havlik, MD 
Chair, Plastic Surgery 
George J. Korkos, MD  
	 Professor in Plastic and  
	 Reconstructive Surgery

William Hogan, MD 
Director, Data Science  
	 Institute 

Neil Hogg, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean of  
	 Student Affairs, School of  
	 Graduate Studies

Mark D. Hohenwalter, MD 
Associate Dean for Graduate 
	 Medical Education

David C. Hotchkiss 
Vice President, Information 
	 Services

Jason A. Jarzembowski, 
MD, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean for  
	 Clinical Affairs - Pediatric  
	 Practice

C. Greer Jordan, PhD 
Vice President Anchor  
	 Partnerships, Chief Diversity 
	 and Inclusion Officer

David M. King, MD 
Chair, Orthopaedic Surgery 
Paul A. Jacobs, MD,  
	 Professor of Orthopaedic  
	 Surgery

John R. Kirby, PhD 
Chair, Microbiology &  
	 Immunology 
Walter Schroeder Chair in  
	 Microbiology & Immunology

Jason Kraiss 
Vice President, Institutional  
	 Advancement and Chief  
	 Development Officer

Steven H. Kroft, MD 
Chair, Pathology

Shekar N. Kurpad, MD, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean,  
	 Wisconsin Institute of  
	 NeuroScience 
Founding Director, Wisconsin  
	 Institute of NeuroScience

Jennifer Kusch, PhD 
Assistant Provost for Student 
	 Affairs

Jon A. Lehrmann, MD 
Chair, Psychiatry and  
	 Behavioral Medicine 
Charles E. Kubly Chair in  
	 Psychiatry and Behavioral 
	 Medicine

Gustavo W. Leone, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean for  
	 Cancer Research 
Director, Cancer Center 
Dr. Glenn R. and Nancy A.  
	 Linnerson Endowed Chair  
	 for Cancer Research

Cynthia A. Lien, MD 
John P. Kampine Professor  
	 and Chair, Department of  
	 Anesthesiology

Roy M. Long, PhD 
Assistant Dean for Basic 
	 Science Curriculum, 
	 MCW-Central Wisconsin

Kajua B. Lor, PharmD 
Chair, Clinical Sciences,  
	 School of Pharmacy

Mara Lord, MBA 
Chief Strategy and Growth  
	 Officer 
Senior Vice President,  
	 University Engagement  
	 and Strategic Planning

Jane M. Machi, MD 
Assistant Dean for  
	 Admissions and 
	 Recruitment

Ugwuji Maduekwe, MD 
Associate Dean for Advancing  
	 a Healthier Wisconsin  
	 Endowment

John R. Mantsch, PhD 
Chair, Pharmacology and  
	 Toxicology 
Florence Williams Professor  
	 of Pharmacology and  
	 Toxicology

Francesca Marassi, PhD 
Chair, Biophysics

Jonathan S. Marchant, PhD 
Chair, Cell Biology,  
	 Neurobiology and Anatomy 
Marcus Professor in Human 
	 and Molecular Genetics

David A. Margolis, MD 
Chair, Pediatrics

Ian B.K. Martin, MD, MBA  
Chair, Emergency Medicine 
Interim Senior Associate  
	 Dean, Interim Associate  
	 Provost for Faculty Affairs

Adrienne Mitchell, MBA  
Chief People Officer 
Senior Vice President for 
	 Human Resources and 
	 Faculty Affairs

Ravindra Misra, PhD 
Associate Provost for  
	 Accreditation and Program  
	 Development

Martin Muntz, MD 
Associate Dean for Curriculum

Raj Narayan, MD 
Associate Dean for Student  
	 Affairs

Ann B. Nattinger,  
MD, MPH 
Vice Dean, School of Medicine 
Associate Provost for Research 
Lady Riders Professor of  
	 Breast Cancer Research

Andrew Nencka, PhD 
Director, Center for Imaging  
	 Research

Joshua D. Noe, MD 
Associate Dean of Continuing 
	 Professional Development

Darren O’Neill, MD 
Interim Chair, Radiology 

Alicia Marie Pilarski, DO 
Chief Wellness Officer,  
	 Froedtert and the Medical  
	 College of Wisconsin

Janet Sue Rader, MD  
Chair, Obstetrics and  
	 Gynecology 
Jack A. & Elaine D. Klieger 
	 Chair in Obstetrics and  
	 Gynecology

Kevin Regner, MD  
Interim Chair, Medicine

Stacy Reid, PharmD  
Assistant Dean of  
	 Experiential Education,  
	 School of Pharmacy

John S. Rhee, MD, MPH 
Chair, Otolaryngology &  
	 Communication Sciences 
John C. Koss Professor in  
	 Otolaryngology &  
	 Communication Sciences

Ann K. Rosenthal, MD 
Associate Dean of Research 
Will and Cava Ross 
	 Professor of Medicine

Margaret Samyn, MD 
Assistant Dean for Scholarly  
	 Activities

Jay I. Sandlow, MD 
Chair, Urology

Ian Schwartz, MD 
Senior Associate Dean for  
	 Quality

Bronwen Shaw, MBChB, PhD 
Chief Scientific Director,  
	 Center for International  
	 Blood and Marrow  
	 Transplant Research

Tennille Sifuentes 
Vice President of Compliance  
	 and Risk Management 
Chief Compliance Officer

Curt Sigmund, PhD 
Chair, Physiology 
James J. Smith and Catherine  
	 Welsch Smith Professor of 
	 Physiology

Malika L. Siker, MD 
Associate Dean of Student  
	 Diversity and Inclusion

Siddhartha Singh, MD 
Associate Dean for Quality

Ryan Spellecy, PhD 
Assistant Provost for Research  
Ursula von der Ruhr Chair in  
	 Bioethics

Karin R. Swartz, MD  
Assistant Dean of Continuing  
	 Professional Development

Bipin Thapa, MD  
Assistant Dean for Clinical  
	 Curriculum, Office of  
	 Academic Affairs

Shelly Timmons, MD 
Chair, Neurosurgery 
Sanford J. Larson, MD, PhD,  
	 Chair in Neurosurgery

Raul A. Urrutia, MD  
Director, Genomic Sciences  
	 and Precision Medicine  
	 Center  
Warren P. Knowles Chair of  
	 Genomics and Precision  
	 Medicine

Christa Wagner, PhD 
Founding Director, Center  
	 for Sustainability, Health &  
	 Environment

Karolyn A. Wanat, PhD 
Chair, Dermatology

Christopher White, MD 
Chair, Physical Medicine and 
	 Rehabilitation

Sarah White, MD, MS, 
FSIR, FCIRSE 
Assistant Provost for Faculty 
	 Affairs 
Associate Dean for Faculty 
	 Affairs

Michael Widlansky, MD 
Director, Cardiovascular  
	 Center

Joni Williams, MD 
Director, Center for Advancing  
	 Population Science

Keith F. Woeltje, MD, PhD 
Associate Dean for  
	 Informatics

Stuart J. Wong, MD 
Director, Center for Infectious  
	 Disease Research

Hu Yang, PhD 
Chair, Marquette University  
	 and MCW Biomedical  
	 Engineering 
Dr. Robert D. and Dr. Patricia  
	 E. Kern Professor of  
	 Biomedical Engineering

Staci A. Young, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean for  
	 Community Engagement
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John Donofrio, Acting Chair
John M. Grogan, Acting Vice Chair
Jacqueline Herd-Barber, Secretary

Jon D. Hammes, Treasurer 

Christy L. Brown
Betsy Brenner

Barbara Calkins, MD
Philip B. Flynn

Linda G. Gorens-Levey
Paul W. Griepentrog
Nancy Hernandez

Ted D. Kellner
Peggy Kelsey
David J. Lubar

Gregory S. Marcus
David Margolis, MD
Anthony McHenry

Chris Miskel
Justin L. Mortara, PhD

Janis M. Orlowski, MD, MACP
Gil Peri

Warren D. Pierson
Rebecca J. Pirozzolo-Mellowes

Austin Ramirez
John R. Raymond, Sr., MD
Kristina M. Ropella, PhD

Steve Schwab, MD, FACP, FASN
Curt D. Sigmund, PhD

Rich Tennessen

John Donofrio is executive vice president and general 
counsel of Johnson Controls. Previously, Donofrio was 
vice president, secretary and general counsel of Mars, 
Incorporated. Prior to Mars, Donofrio held the general 
counsel and secretary role at the Shaw Group, Inc. and 
Visteon Inc.

Earlier, Donofrio was a partner and trial attorney at 
Kirkland & Ellis and went in-house to become Honeywell’s 
vice president of intellectual property and deputy general 
counsel. He later became vice president and general 
counsel of Honeywell Inc.’s Aerospace division.

Donofrio has a degree in chemical engineering from 
Rutgers College of Engineering in New Brunswick, NJ, 
and has a Juris Doctor and a Master of Laws in trade 
regulation from George Washington University Law Center 
in Washington, DC.

Keynote Speaker

Donald E. Arnold, MD, FACHE, FASA, is Immediate Past 
President of the American Society of Anesthesiologists 
(ASA). He is also Chair of the Department of 
Anesthesiology, Mercy Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri,  
a member of the Board of Directors of Mercy Health East 
Communities and sits on the Board of Directors of Western 
Anesthesiology Associates, Inc., in Ballwin, Missouri.

Dr. Arnold has served ASA in numerous roles, including 
President, President-elect, First Vice President, Treasurer, 
and Assistant Treasurer. He is chair of the Budget 
Committee and vice chair of Committee on Representation 
to World Federation of Societies of Anesthesiologists.  

He has also chaired ASA’s Section on Fiscal Affairs, Committee on Quality Management 
and Departmental Administration, Ad Hoc Committee on Deep Sedation and Education, 
and Ad Hoc Committee on Payment and Care Delivery Models. He has served on 
ASA’s Board of Directors, Budget Committee, and several other ad hoc and standing 
committees. Dr. Arnold was also a director and officer of the Anesthesia Quality Institute, 
and a director and officer of the Foundation for Anesthesia Education and Research.

In addition to his commitments to ASA, Dr. Arnold has served as a full examiner and 
senior editor for the Standardized Oral Exam for the American Board of Anesthesiology, 
guest reviewer for Anesthesia & Analgesia, and ASA liaison to The Joint Commission.  
He served as president of the Missouri Society of Anesthesiologists (MSA) and St. Louis 
Society of Anesthesiologists. Dr. Arnold serves on the Board of Directors for the Mercy 
East Communities. He has been recognized by the MSA with its Distinguished Service 
Award and by Mercy with the Charles E. Thoele Physician Leadership Award.

Dr. Arnold received his medical degree from the University of Wisconsin School of 
Medicine and Public Health, Madison, Wisconsin. He completed his transitional 
internship at Hartford Hospital, Hartford, Connecticut, and his residency in 
anesthesiology at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Hanover, New Hampshire.  
He is board-certified in anesthesiology.

He resides in St. Louis with his wife, Tamara K. Ehlert, MD; they have three adult 
children.

Board of Trustees

John Donofrio
Chair of the Board
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On behalf of the MCW/Marquette Medical Alumni Association, I want to congratulate you on your achievements in the MCW 
Master of Science in Anesthesia Program. Your commencement marks the culmination of your hard work, dedication to advanced 
study, and commitment to serving communities with evolving needs.

We are delighted to welcome you into our accomplished and expanding alumni network of more than 20,000 members. Just as 
your interprofessional training strengthened your ability to collaborate and lead in healthcare, your connection to our alumni 
community will offer continued opportunities to engage with fellow alumni, support students, and contribute to our shared 
mission.

We look forward to following your journey with pride and enthusiasm. MCW will always be part of your story, and you will always 
be part of ours. We encourage you to stay connected through MCWengage.com and appreciate your continued support of MCW.

Congratulations and best wishes,

Mark W. Bosbous, MD ’05, GME ’11 
President, MCW/Marquette Medical Alumni Association

Graduates of 2025:

Alumni

Alumni Association Board of Directors
Mark W. Bosbous, MD ’05, GME ’11, President
Malika L. Siker, MD, GME ’11, President-Elect
Nicole M. Chase, MD ’07, Secretary-Treasurer

Robert E. Becker, MD ’19
Zachary J. Brandt, PhD ’20

Clarence P. Chou, MD ’77, FEL ’83
Laura Conklin, MPH ’12 

Deborah R. DiStefano, MD ’76, GME ’80
Jacob L. Dyer, PharmD ’20

Valerie Flanary, MD, GME ’94, FEL ’95
José Franco, MD ’90, GME ’93, FEL ’94

Rachel A. Greenup, MD ’04, GME ’11
Matthew R. Hodges, PhD ’04
Thomas M. Krummel, MD ’77
Joshua M. Lieberman, MD ’82
Raymund J. Llaurado, MD ’94

Clarence C. Monteclaro, MD ’10
Christopher J. Ott, MD ’97

Betty S. Pace, MD ’81, GME ’84 
David A. Smiley, MD ’03 

Executive Director of Alumni Relations
Anthony J. Perez, MSEd

MARQUETTE MEDICAL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Stay connected to classmates and keep your bond to MCW strong by registering on Engage,  

our online community for students and alumni. Visit mcwengage.com to register.

alumni@mcw.edu
mcw.edu/alumni

Join us on Engage! Maintain and create new connections.

Expand Your Network: 
Connect with alumni  

and students through our 
exclusive directory.

Grow Together:  
Offer mentorship or find the 
guidance you need through 

the Mentor Connections 
Program. 

Advance Careers:  
Post or browse job and 

internship opportunities.

Stay Informed:  
Catch up with the latest 

MCW news.

Be part of the MCW community that grows, mentors, and inspires together.
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Rania Al-Zubeidi

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2023
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Kimberly Lynn Golden

Elmhurst, Illinois

Conferred Degrees
Bachelor of Science - 2013
Loyola University

Associate Degree - 2017
Harper College

Brianna L. Hernandez

Gurnee, Illinois

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2021
University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign

Graduates
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Preston Kasarsky

De Pere, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2021
Indiana University

Theresa Kimball

Dousman, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2020
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Jessica Kuula

Fall Creek, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2021
Wisconsin Lutheran College

Graduates
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Lauren Lunar

Muskego, Wisconsin

Conferred Degrees
Bachelor of Science - 2018
Carroll University

Master of Science - 2022
University of Florida 

Diana Magana

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2020
Mount Mary University

Gabriella Metten

Hortonville, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2020
Wisconsin Lutheran College

Graduates



Karissa R. Murphy

Wausau, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2020
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Abigail Pokorski

West Bend, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2023
Concordia University Wisconsin

Marco Quiñones

Gillette, Wyoming

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2019
Rocky Mountain College

Graduates

11
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Graduates

Nabeelah J. Shaheen

Toledo, Ohio

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2019
University of Toledo

Stephen Soloff

Oceanside, California

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2019
University of Colorado Denver

Ava K. Sutter

Verona, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2021
University of Wisconsin-Madison



Graduates
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Natalie S. Tyley

Delafield, Wisconsin

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2023
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Janet Monic Valenzuela

El Paso, Texas

Conferred Degree
Bachelor of Science - 2022
University of Texas at El Paso 



14



Share the Joy and Join the
Conversation on Social Media!

#MCW25


