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Background—Lung Cancer
•Lung cancer is the second most diagnosed and 
leading cause of cancer death in Wisconsin 
and the U.S.1, 2

•History of tobacco use is the leading cause of 
lung cancer, exposure to radon is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer among people 
who smoke3

•Exposure to radon is the leading cause of lung 
cancer among people who have never 
smoked3

Sources: 
1. CDC, 2021 from https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/lung/basic_info/
2. Wisconsin Cancer Collaborative, 2021 from https://wicancer.org/resources/county-cancer-profiles/
3. EPA, 2021 from https://www.epa.gov/radon/health-risk-radon
4. Image source: https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/lung/basic_info/what-is-lung-cancer.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/lung/basic_info/
https://wicancer.org/resources/county-cancer-profiles/
https://www.epa.gov/radon/health-risk-radon
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/lung/basic_info/what-is-lung-cancer.htm


Background—Radon 
•Radon is odorless and naturally occurring and 
is radioactive when uranium breaks down in 
soil, rock, and water. As it breaks down, 
radioactive particles can be breathed into your 
lungs. 

•The EPA recommends testing your home for 
radon and mitigating the home if levels are 
above 4.0 picocuries per liter (4 pCi/L)2

•US Surgeon General Richard H. Carmona 
released a national health advisory on radon in 
2005.3

Sources: 
1. DHS, 2021 from https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/geological-radon.htm
2. EPA, A Citizen’s Guide to Radon, 2016 from https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/geological-radon.htm
3. HHS, 2005, from https://www.adph.org/radon/assets/surgeon_general_radon.pdf

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/geological-radon.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/geological-radon.htm
https://www.adph.org/radon/assets/surgeon_general_radon.pdf


Background—Radon & Lung Cancer Risk
•Prolonged exposure to radon gas can damage 
your lung tissue and may lead to lung cancer

•73.4% of Wisconsin residents are aware of the 
health risk associated with radon exposure yet 
only 22.1% of homeowners with a basement had 
previously tested their home for radon.1

•Wisconsin Cancer Plan 2020-2030: Risk 
Reduction—Decrease exposure to radon2

• Increase awareness of the connection between 
radon and cancer risk

• Increase the testing for and mitigation of radon in 
homes and other buildings

• Increase the number of residential buildings built or 
remodeled using radon reducing methods 

Sources:
1. Denu et al., 2019
2. Wisconsin Cancer Plan 2020-2030, 2020 from https://wicancer.org/cancer-plan/interactive/#chapter-2

https://wicancer.org/cancer-plan/interactive/#chapter-2
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Proposed Activities

Develop Radon 
Issue Brief

Develop a 
communication 

tool designed for 
childcare centers



Surprises
•The Department of Children and Families had the opportunity to utilize the rulemaking process 
to include radon testing and mitigation requirements for licensed childcare. 

•This would require a public comment period and a hearing, delaying the timeline. 

•DCF has announced their timeline for this proposed rule change in December: 
• Written comments are accepted on or before January 5, 2022

• Public hearing will be held via Zoom on January 5, 2022, at 1 p.m. 



Timeline
Sept.

Orientation to FP site

Literature review

Oct.

WI Radon Information Centers  
meeting

Begin drafting Issue Brief

Meetings with radon 
experts/stakeholders 

Nov.

Change of plans for childcare 
communication tool

Drafting Issue Brief

Dec.

Incorporate DCF proposed rule 
change 

Issue Brief to WCC 
Communication Manager for 
edits



Radon Issue Brief
•Published electronically by the Wisconsin Cancer Collaborative

• Last updated in January 2015 

•Audience: cancer control professionals, advocates, policy makers and beyond

•Purpose: 

• Inform readers of the health risk associated with prolonged radon exposure 
(lung cancer)

• Update on Wisconsin testing and mitigation efforts 

• Examine radon exposure and lung cancer risk through a health equity lens

• Review policies (if applicable) 

• Provide case study examples of how local Wisconsin communities have worked 
to improve radon awareness, testing, and mitigation 



Radon & Childcare Centers 
Communication Plan
•Original Plan: 
• Develop a communication tool to promote radon awareness and encourage voluntary testing and 

mitigation for state-licensed childcare centers

•Pivot Plan:
• Develop a communication plan for the WI Radon Program and DCF to utilize in preparation for the 

proposed rule change adoption in early 2022

• Purpose: 
• Outline various communication tools that can be used when rule change is finalized

• Describe stakeholder/audience, objectives, main content, delivery method, and timeline for each tool 



Next Steps for Issue Brief—Handoff  

Monitor progress of 
DCF rule change 
process into early 
2022

Promote 
opportunity to 
comment and 
attend hearing to 
WCC membership 
(December 
ENGAGE) 

WCC 
Communication 
Manager and 
editorial team are 
reviewing Radon 
Issue Brief 

Final formatting and 
layout design with 
WCC 
Communication 
Manager 

Publication goal: 
Early 2022 

Develop outreach 
strategy to promote 
the new resource 
within WCC 
membership

ENGAGE newsletter article

Supplemental resources 
for priority populations 
within WCC membership 
(ex: primary care 
providers) 


