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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello, and welcome to the Medical College of Wisconsin’s Master of Public Health Program Student Writing Tutorial. This tool has been created especially for you to aid you in your writing efforts while in the MPH Program.



____________________________________ 
Part II: The Pre-Writing Stage 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This section of the tutorial, discusses what you need to know before you start writing, choosing an appropriate topic to write about, creating a project or paper timeline, and preparing a paper outline.



_____________________ 
Ready, Set, Go… 
______________________________________ 

• Understand the writing assignment 
 

• Choose an appropriate topic to write about: 
  Meets assignment criteria 
  Provides a topic for which there is a sufficient amount of 

 information known (i.e., enough to provide supporting details for 
 your paper). 

   Can be proven significant through use of evidence 
  Holds your interest 

 
• Get instructor’s approval for your topic 
 

*Exercise patience and keep in mind that your paper may develop in a cyclic-like process 
and evolve as you go along.  
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Once you have a clear understanding of your instructor’s expectations, spend some time exploring and choosing a topic to write. In general, appropriate topics are those which:Meet the assignment criteria.Provide a topic for which there is a sufficient amount of information known. Is there enough available literature on the topic to provide you with the supporting details and evidence necessary to support your ideas? Hold your personal interest.



___________________________ 
Establish a Project Timeline 
_____________________________________ 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. 

1  
Work on article 
 
Bowling with Trevor 
and Lilly 

2   
Work 
Soccer practice 
Read assignment 
thoroughly and speak 
with instructor to 
clarify all questions 

3  
Project Meeting 
Lunch with Mr. Smith 
 
Think about potential 
paper topic 

4  
Work 
 
Think about potential 
paper topic 
 

5  
Work 
 
Narrow down paper 
topic and gain 
instructor’s approval 
of topic 

6 
Meeting with Dr. 
Brown 
Test for Class A 
 

7 
Research topic and 
create outline for 
paper 
 

8  
Work on article 
Reading assignment 
for Class B 
 

9 
Work 
Soccer practice 
Work on introduction 
and thesis statement 

10 
Board Meeting 
Assignment due 
for Class B 
Work on 
introduction and 
thesis statement 

11 
Work 
Complete Introduction 
and thesis statement 
 

12 
Work 
Start working on body 
of paper 
 

13  
Camping Trip 
Work on body of 
paper 

14  
Camping Trip 

15  
Camping Trip 

16   
Soccer practice 
Seminar 
Work on body of 
paper 
 

17 
Work 
Complete body of 
paper 

18 
Work 
Research Seminar 
Work on title page 
and abstract 

19 
Test for Class B 
Complete title page 
and abstract 

20 
Complete reference 
page 
Meeting with Advisor 
Violin recital 

21 
Complete initial proof 
of paper and make 
necessary changes 
 
Movie night with Sam 
 
 

22 Work on article 
E-mail paper to Molly 
for proofing 
__________________ 
29 

*Paper due 
 by 12 a.m. 

 

23 Work 
Soccer practice 
Work on article 
__________________ 
30 Work 
Soccer Practice 

24 Work 
Work on article 
Concert 
__________________ 
31 Work 

25  
Work 
Receive edits from 
Molly and make 
changes 

26 
Work 
Perform one last proof 
of paper and submit 
electronic copy to 
instructor 

27 28 

Sample 
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It is helpful to establish a writing or project timeline. A timeline allows you to set benchmarks for your assignment, which discourages procrastination and encourages productivity. The main point of the timeline is to identify the steps necessary to complete the assignment, then situate those steps within a timeframe that will allow you complete the assignment on time, and leave a cushion for yourself in cases of such unforeseen challenges as technical trouble, delayed delivery of necessary resources to complete your paper, unexpected work schedules, and last minute appointments or meetings. 



______________________ 
Creating an Outline 
________________________________________ 

Purposes of Outlining Before You Write 
• Ensure that you include all required 

components 
• Identify potential holes in your paper before 

you begin to write 
• Guide your research efforts (if applicable) 
• Guide your writing efforts 
• Organize your thoughts 
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First, outlining allows you to gain a birds eye view of your final paper—enabling you to recognize missing components early.Next, outlining provides a way for your to streamline your research efforts in order to focus only on those topics and resources relevant to your paper.Outlining also helps you to organize your thoughts and writing efforts in order to save time.



___________________________ 
How to Create an Outline 

______________________________ 

        Step 1 
I.   Introduction 
II.  Literature Review 
III. Methods 
IV. Results 
V.  Discussion 
VI. Conclusion 

 



____________________________________
How to Create an Outline (Continued) 

____________________________________ 
          Step 2 
 

     I. Introduction 
 A. Identify topic 
 B. Reason for choosing topic 
 C. Importance of topic 
 D. Definition of terms 
 E. Intended audience 
 F. Purpose of paper 
 G. Organization of paper 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clearly state the topic of your paper in your introduction. Discuss your stake in the topic, or the reason you have chosen to write about a particular topic. Convey to the reader both the specific and broad or global significance of your topic. Define terms used in your paper if necessary. In order to identify the terms the reader may not know, you must have a target audience in mind who is likely to read your paper. This intended audience should be stated in your introduction. Then, the purpose of your paper should be clearly identified.



_____________________________ 
How to Create an Outline (Continued) 

________________________________ 
                         Step 3 
 

       I. Introduction 
 A. Topic 
     a. Access to dental care for rural and underserved areas 
 B. Reason for choosing topic 
     a. Personal interest in topic 
 C. Importance of topic 
     a. Lack of access is a health care problem 
         1. Rural and underserved populations lack adequate access to  
             dental care 
         2. Tooth decay most common and preventable childhood  

            disease 
         3. 80% of dental caries occur among 25% of children 
   a. most are from lower income families 
         4. For all age groups, people from poor families more likely to 

            have untreated caries than those living above the poverty   
                      level  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the main points, the supporting ideas will be listed using lower case letters and arithmetic numbers. This process is one which you will use for each main component of your paper. Once complete, this outline will make completing your assignment easier and more efficient, as the outline will dually act as a roadmap and scaffold as you write your paper. A sample using the topic of access to dental care for rural and underserved areas is on this slide. This example provides a visual sample of how general ideas are organized by capital letters, while more supporting ideas are denoted by lower case letters and numbers. In general, this is the format most paper outlines take on.
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