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Vitrectomy may require suture closure to maintain normal intraocular pressure 

and lower infection risk. Adverse suture reactions (ASR) include local inflam-

matory reactions. ASR after vitrectomy was compared among suture materi-

als.  Retrospective review for procedures during a period of transition between 

use of synthetic to plain gut sutures. Data collection included identification of 

suture material type for sclerotomy closure, and whether or not ASR occurred. 

Fischer's exact test compared the rate of ASR among suture materials. Three 

suture materials were included: polyglactin 910, plain gut, and polyglycolic 

acid. ASR occured between 1-41 days. Rates of ASR for polyglactin 910, 

plain gut, and polyglycolic acid, respectively, were 11/83, 1/49, and 6/22, 

p=0.03, 0.003, and 0.19.  Plain gut suture had a lower ASR rate when com-

pared to polyglactin 910 and polyglycolic acid. Plain gut appears suitable for 

sclerotomy closure at PPV and may be associated with lower postoperative 

suture-related morbidity. 
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Viruses that establish latent infections in their hosts, such as herpesviruses, face 

a challenge in the form of the innate immune system. These pathogens have 

evolved “immunoevasin” proteins that help them evade immune detection. The 

Human Herpesvirus 6 (HHV-6) immunoevasin U21 diverts Class I MHC mole-

cules from the cell surface to lysosomes. U21 does not require any known lyso-

somal sorting signal motif for its function, suggesting a novel mechanism. In 

this work, mutant U21 proteins with conserved residues changed to alanines 

will be assayed for function using immunofluorescence and flow cytometry. 

The phenotypes of the mutant proteins and the physical locations of the mutated 

residues in a 3D structure of U21 will yield information about which parts of 

the U21 protein are important for  

function. These data promise to lend insight into how U21 diverts Class I MHC 

from the cell surface to aid HHV-6 in immune evasion.  

The choroid plays a vital role in supporting the retina and has been implicat-

ed in the pathophysiology of retinal diseases. Few studies have compared the 

symmetry of choroidal thickness between the right and left eye. In this study 

we: 1) compare the symmetry of choroidal thickness between the right and 

left eye of normal patients and patients with Dry/Wet AMD; 2) determine if 

change in choroidal thickness between right and left eye is correlated with 

age. Methods: retrospective study analyzing EDI-SD-OCT images of 20 pa-

tients with normal eyes 18 patients with bilateral dry AMD and 17 patients 

with dry AMD in one eye and wet AMD in the other eye. We found no sig-

nificant difference between the mean subfoveal choroidal thickness of right 

and left eye regardless of disease status. The difference in choroidal thick-

ness between right and left eye was also not significantly associated with 

age.  
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