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Before Job Search
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Career assessment to identity your career interests and sectors

Job exploration (e.g., location, sectors, job titles,

specific organizations, industries, or companies, etc.)

Networking via social media, mentors, professional groups, 

alumni, friends, family, etc. 

Informational interview to start connection and

learn insights of job responsibilities and requirement

Create and polish your application materials 

(CV/Resume, cover letters, statement, LinkedIn, etc.)
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MCW Graduates Career Outcomes
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Postdoctoral employment trends

7 Xu, H., Gilliam, R., Peddada, S. et al. Visualizing detailed postdoctoral employment trends using a new career outcome taxonomy.
Nat Biotechnol 36, 197–202 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1038/nbt.4059



US Bureau of Labor Statistics
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2020 SCIENCE CAREERS OP EMPLOYERS SURVEY 



Career Exploration
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17 Career Categories in Science
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Business-Related Clinical Trials Data Analytics Entrepreneurship

Freelance 
Journalism & 

Science 
Communication

Intellectual 
Property

Journal Editing Medical Writing
Policy and 
Advocacy

Program 
Management

Public Health Regulatory Affairs
Research 

Development
Science Outreach 

and Education
Scientific and 

Medical Testing

Support of 
Science Products

Teaching
University 

Administration



LinkedIn and 

Networking

Presentation Title and/or Sub Brand 

Name Here

13





LinkedIn Profile

First impression is matter

Bring life to your profile by 

1)Showing off your personality with your photo and banner photo, 

2)Work history and education attract people to your profile,

3)User your summary to share where you are from and where you 

want to go (40-100),

4)Volunteer experiences showcase your personal values and 

transferable skills, 

5)Skills and endorsement help identify your talents at work.

15



Networking
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Information Interview

During an informational 

interview, the focus isn't on 

employment but on 

information gathering. 

Your real goal is to 

illuminate the path ahead of 

you, not to focus on job 

openings



Informational Interview

1. Send informational interview request

2. Set up phone/virtual/in-person 15 to 

30 minutes informational interview

3. List and prepare informational 

interview questions

4. Send a thank you letter within 24 

hours

5. Follow up with an email or phone call 

with an update
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Start Job Search

Start with 
specific 
company, 
organization, 
institution/univ
ersity to 
search the job

1

Define job 
titles for broad 
search

2

Base on each 
position to 
identify 
transferable 
skills and 
highlight these 
skills on your 
resume/cover 
letter

3

Continue 
professional 
networking, 
informational 
interviewing, 
and company 
research
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Polish your application based on jobs
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Highlight Transferable Skills on CV/Resume

• Qualifications/Pers

onal Statement

• Combination 

Resume: A mix 
between a 

chronological 
resume and a 

functional resume; 
it highlights the 

skills you have that 
are relevance to 

the job you are 
apply for
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Example

Job Posting

Transferable Skills

Rewrite Applicant’s Experience

Project Management Managed Oncology research project with 

problem identification, data collection, data 

analysis and problem-solving to develop 

molecular platform

Job Description: Independently design and executer his/her own multistage experiments 

and interpret results to support advancing early and late-stage Oncology research 

programs

Applicant Experience: Excellent skill set of problem identification, data collection, data 

analysis and problem-solving demonstrated through successful ongoing research project
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• Years of experience 
in cell and molecular biology

• Cancer biology, drug 
discovery experience

• Presentations/publications
• Collaborate and work with 

multiple stakeholders 
• Leadership



Applying for Jobs Timeline

12 
months

8 months

6 months

Graudate

Industry Position

Faculty Position

Gov. Position

Postdoc Position



Job Alerts
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Job Searching

Websites
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Biofoward
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Bioforward-Career Center
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Job Search Websites

Science Job Search: 

https://jobs.sciencecareers.org/

https://www.nature.com/naturecareers

https://jobs.newscientist.com/jobs/life-sciences/#browsing

https://biocareers.com/

https://www.biospace.com/jobs/
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Job Search Websites

Higher Education Job Search: 

https://www.higheredjobs.com/

https://careers.insidehighered.com/

https://chroniclevitae.com/job_search/new

https://www.hercjobs.org/#

https://www.postdocjobs.com/job/category/list?name=Biolo

gy+and+Life+Sciences

https://careers.nationalpostdoc.org/
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Job Search Website

General Job Search:

https://www.zippia.com/matches/

https://www.ziprecruiter.com/

-Google

-LinkedIn

-Professional Associations

31

https://www.zippia.com/matches/
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/


MCW Career Services: MS Teams
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After Job Search

• Research starting salaries in your field

• Develop an elevator or research pitch for job interview

• Conduct a mock interview specific to your position

• Research interviewers or company/department 

background

• Prepare a job talk or presentation 

• Learn how to negotiate job offers

• Write a thank you letter




