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BETTER TOGETHER - PERIOP PULSE
A monthly acknowledgement of amazing news and people throughout Perioperative Services

Surgical Spotlight: Val Schmidt, PACU HUC
What is your favorite thing about your job?
My favorite thing about working at Froedtert is being able to meet and interact with so
many staff members from different departments that come through PACU! I am a very
social person, and I think it is fun to see and be a part of the Perioperative process! I also
really enjoy the wide variety of cases that we see in the PACU. The amazing nurses
around me help explain new and exciting cases which also helps me with school! (I’m in
nursing school!)
If you weren’t working in healthcare, what could you see yourself doing? If I wasn’t
in healthcare, I could see myself doing Interior Design or working as a Chef! I LOVE food
and really enjoy cooking/trying new restaurants, and I have an eye for design, so I could
see myself working in one of those industries.
Val with her Samoyed “Denali”

What is your favorite scent? I would say that my favorite scents would be a toss-up between the smell of the
ocean/beach, and the Bath and Body Works candle “Cinnamon Spiced Vanilla”, because these are very calming scents to
me and remind me of vacations and relaxation.
What is your favorite quote? I have two favorite quotes:
“The cure for anything is salt water--sweat, tears, or the sea.” – Isak Dinesen
This quote has always been a motto for me because I always feel better after being near the ocean, sweating through a
hard workout, or crying (usually from laughing).
“You’re braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.” – Winnie the Pooh
My mom used to tell me this quote all the time growing up so it has always had a special place in my heart!
What is your favorite memorable experience here at Froedtert?
My favorite memorable experience here at Froedtert would be the PACU crew outing to the Admirals game!
Each month we’ll spotlight someone from one of our Perioperative services. It could be you!

REMINDER!!!
The Safety Reboot Go-Live is
Wednesday, March 30
See attachment for additional details!

Please see attached flyer for info on this year’s
SE Wisconsin Heart & Stroke Walk/5K run!
Quick reminder to register for
Team Pumped to be Periop!!

Thoughts at the Scrub Sink
“A Reflection on Women’s History Month”
By Erin Doren, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor, Medical College of Wisconsin
Department of Plastic Surgery
March is Women’s History Month, which commemorates and encourages the study, observance,
and celebration of the vital role of women in American history. This gave me
thought to reflect on the history of women in surgery. The operating room that
we see today is in sharp contrast from those of the time of Dr. Gross, as seen in Thomas Eakins’
painting “The Gross Clinic.” I wanted to share the stories of a few female pioneers in medicine that
helped shape where we are today.
During the advent of modern surgical times (1800s-1900s), women had to impersonate men to practice
both medicine and surgery. Dr. James Barry (1795-1865) the “beardless lad”, was educated at
Edinburgh Medical School and practiced as an army surgeon performing one of the first successful
cesarean sections. It was not until his death that Dr. Barry was discovered to be a woman, Dr.
Miranda Stewart.

Thomas Eakins
The Gross Clinic, 1875
8’ x 6.5’, oil canvas

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910) was the first female physician in the United States; she was rejected from more than
20 medical schools before being allowed to enroll. Being unable to obtain a residency, she practiced as a nurse in France
for many years before returning to the United States and opening the New York Infirmary for Women and Children.
Dr. Rebecca Lee Crumpler (1831-1895) was the first African American woman in the United States to earn an MD degree.
She is known for her publication of A Book of Medical Discourses, and the study of diseases of women and children. Her
career focused on caring for those who otherwise would not have access to medical care.
Dr. Mary Edwards Walker (1832-1919) is credited as the first female surgeon in the United States. She became the first
female surgeon in the U.S. Army, for which she received the Congressional Medal of Honor for her work. Walker is the only
woman to have received this medal and one of eight civilians.
These inspiring women paved the way and made the hurdles much easier for those of us today, but there is still progress
to be made. In 1980, women comprised only 2% of all surgical residents. In 2001, women still made up only 24% of all
physicians in the United States. According to the American Medical Colleges (AAMC), women now make up 50% of
medical school enrollment and 38% of general surgery residents.
In 2017, The New Yorker published cover art by Malika Favre, a French artist, that showed four
female members of a surgical team gazing down over a patient on an operating table. Subsequently
a female surgeon, Dr. Susan Pitt from the University of Wisconsin, issued a challenge to female
surgeons to replicate the image in real life. This inspired the #ilooklikeasurgeon movement bringing
awareness to women in the operating room, and women empowerment.
Our operating room today at Froedtert and the Medical College of
Wisconsin is certainly different from those of the past. I often have patients comment how
wonderful it is to have an entire female team taking care of them in the operating room.
Many of my patients still remember a time when it was rare to have a female surgeon, let
alone an entire female staff. It has been a pleasure working alongside such dedicated,
passionate, and talented women. I thank you for your commitment to serve patients when
they are at their most vulnerable and to be their source of comfort. For women in this field
there are still challenges to face, but the future is bright.
Froedtert Hospital 2022
From left: Anneliese Robinson (Circulating Nurse)
Melissa Collier (Surgical Tech), Erin Doren (Plastic Surgeon)
Meng Guo (Plastic Surgery Resident), Jessica Kuklinski (Surgical Tech)
References:
1.
Wirtzfeld DA. The history of women in surgery. Can J Surg. 2009 Aug;52(4):317-320.
2.
AAMC. https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/where-are-all-women-surgery
3.
The New Yorker. https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-new-yorkercover-thats-being-replicated-by-women-surgeons-across-the-world.

Team Tributes

The Anesthesiology Department is thrilled to welcome Dr. Jens Krombach as its new
Medical Director of Clinical Operations, Froedtert Main Campus, and Professor of
Anesthesiology. Dr. Krombach was born in Virginia to German parents and moved to
Germany when he was 6 years old. He graduated from the Goethe University Frankfurt
in 1994; completed his Anesthesiology Residency in Frankfurt and Cologne, receiving
German Board certification in Anesthesia in 1999. In 2002, he joined the faculty at the
University of California – San Francisco, practicing at San Francisco General Hospital
and Trauma Center. In 2020, he completed a master’s program in healthcare
administration at USC. In addition to his active anesthesiology clinical practice, Jens
has served as Clinical Director of Anesthesia from 2006-2009, before becoming the
Medical Perioperative Director at San Fran cisco General Hospital and Trauma Center,
a position he held until 2020. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Krombach to the team!

Retirement News!!
The Pre Op Clinic will be experiencing a huge void with the upcoming
retirements of both Kathy Pitts and Susan Kleine in early April.
Kathy has been part of the Froedtert family for 33 years! Her career at
Froedtert included working on the Spinal Care Unit, Day Surgery, Access
Center and then ending in the Pre-Operative Clinic where she has been since
its inception!
Susan has been with Froedtert for 20 years! She has been with the PreOperative Clinic for the past seven years after transferring from the Transplant
Unit where she was the manager.
Both Kathy and Susan have exemplified all of Froedtert & the Medical College of Wisconsin Clinical Enterprise’s
values.
This has been especially appreciated by all of their peers and providers in the clinic while functioning in the
Charge role. This is such an exciting and well deserved time for both of them!!
Kathy is looking forward to spending time with family, traveling, and taking in the Arts seeking out concerts and
plays of interest!
Susan is most looking forward to her travel escapades which no doubt will include cruises and time improving
her golf game!

Congratulations Kathy and Susan!!!

Notable News

Sharing good news regarding the OR blood waste reduction project:
The blood waste initiatives put into action have helped conserve our blood
product inventory as well as our acquisition costs. A huge thank you to Dr.
Mike Fierro, who has led this team and been such a vocal advocate to
increase awareness. Kudos and credit to our perioperative nurses, nursing
leaders, blood bank, and anesthesia team for successfully integrating this
new process into their workflow amidst the myriad of changes and staffing
strains accurring during COVID! Below are the blood waste reduction
numbers in the OR over the past few years.
Year
2018
2019
2020
2021

Whole Blood
1
3
1
0

Red Cells
108
67
23
28

Plasma
65
27
21
18

Platelets
11
15
4
8

Cryo (5 donor pool)
27
29
42
7

Acquisition Cost
$38,213.00
$29,835.50
$18,408.50
$13,753.32

Staff Survey

Your voice matters -- staff and physician/APP engagement surveys open March 30
The Froedtert Health engagement surveys for staff and physicians/APPs will take place March 30 to April 20.
All staff and physicians/APPs are strongly encouraged to participate in the survey with honest, candid feedback.
Leaders and teams across the organization use the information from the survey to identify areas in which to
celebrate success and make improvements.
Two surveys will run simultaneously -- one for Froedtert Health staff and the other for physicians/APPs
practicing at Froedtert Health.
Staff Survey
• An email invitation will come March 30 from Press Ganey on behalf of Froedtert Health
noreply@surveys.pressganey.com with the subject line “ACTION REQUESTED: Please take the 2022
Staff Engagement Survey.”
• The survey is open to staff, leaders, behavioral health therapists, rehabilitation therapists, audiologists
and diabetic educators hired by Feb. 24.
• The survey should be completed during your workday, is paid time, and takes about 10-15 minutes.
Physician/APP Survey
• An e-mail invitation will come March 30 from Press Ganey on behalf of Froedtert
Health noreply@surveys.pressganey.com with the subject line “F&MCW Physician & APP Engagement
Survey 2022.”
• The survey is open to physicians and advanced practice providers joining the medical staff by Dec. 31,
2021.
• The survey takes about 5 minutes.
• The Froedtert Health physician/APP survey is separate from the MCW engagement survey, which will
take place in May, focusing on the MCW employment experience.
Survey responses go directly to Press Ganey, hosted on a Press Ganey server in another state. Answers are
immediately added to those of any others in your work group as well as to the totals for your organization,
preventing any identification. No one, including your immediate supervisor and Froedtert & MCW leaders
coordinating the survey, has access to an individual’s survey results.

Wednesday
March 30, 2022

Thank you for all you do
in sharing your skill and expertise,
your care and compassion,
and for making a difference
each and every day!
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EVOLVING ANESTHESIA
PATIENT CARE

REMINDER:

FMLH OR SAFETY STANDARDS
REBOOT GO-LIVE MARCH 30TH
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE KICKOFF DEMO ON
MARCH 30TH AT 0635 IN IPP OR SUITES
(LOCATIONS WILL BE POSTED AT OR FRONT DESK).
IF UNABLE TO JOIN ONE OF THE PREVIOUSLY
SET DEMO SESSIONS HOSTED BY STRYKER,
OR THE MARCH 30TH KICKOFF SESSION,
PLEASE NOTIFY THE OR MANAGERS BY EMAIL
AT FMLHORMANAGERS@FROEDTERT.COM
WHO CAN WORK TO SET UP A DEMO AT YOUR
AVAILABILITY.

New Patient Entry Experience

Scan this
QR Code
for an
electronic
copy of
this memo!

New Time Out Process: Utilizes
Stryker monitors for prompts to
focus all team members on the
time out

Introduction of the Six Safety Pauses: Requires
pauses and focused attention on the patient at
each step

2022 American Heart Association Heart & Stroke Walk
Saturday, 9/24/2022

FMLH Perioperative Services Team Captain, Mary Haines would like to invite you all, including your
family members and friends, to join our team for this event!
Eric Conley, Froedtert Hospital President, is serving as chair of this year’s event. There are some fun
activities planned leading up to the run/walk, including a design contest for our team t-shirt.
To register, please see the information below:
Register at:
https://www2.heart.org/site/TR/HeartWalk/MWA-MidWestAffiliate?team_id=695512&pg=team&fr_id=7017
OR
email Jenni Schied (Jennifer.Schied@froedtert.com) with your name, shirt size, and any family/friends that will be
joining you for the event by 1400, Wednesday, July 6.

