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A Fullness of Uncertain Significance:
Stories of Surgery, Clarity & Grace
by Bruce Campbell, MD FACS

“His vibrant stories illuminate the fundamental human
underpinnings of medical science. Eminently readable and richly

satisfying.”

“I felt as if I were a privileged witness to an almost sacred
encounter between surgeon and patient ... It is impossible to read
this book and not be changed by the experience.”

“In this tender and candid collection of short essays ... we get

a glimpse of how surgeons hone their instincts, grow through
challenges, and cope with disappointment as they navigate the
uncertainty inherent in medicine. Even in the pressurized world
of surgery ... there are moments of intimacy that are filled with
grace.

“Dr. Bruce Campbell sets a new milestone for doctor-writers ...
bringing luminous sight to his work. His writerly gifts lay open
the pro}rpound mysteries, truths, and awe about this life of ours.
These stories will change lives.”
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When Dr. Bruce H. Campbell first set
foot in a hospital as a seventeen-year-old
nursing assistant, he observed the best
and the worst of doctors, hospitals, and
the entire health care team. These lessons
returned to him and shaped his own
journey as he became a surgeon. Through
these well-crafted, poignant, sometimes
funny, and always insightful stories, he
shares what his patients and their families
shared, having never forgotten what it felt
like to be a beginner.

Bruce H. Campbell, MD grew up in the Chicago area, attending Purdue University and Rush
Medical College. He completed specialty training at the Medical College of Wisconsin and
MD Anderson Cancer Center, returning to MCW to spend his entire career as a head and
neck cancer surgeon. Whenever he could, he created essays about moments that surprised
him as a physician, surgeon, teacher, and person. He and his wife, Kathi, live near Milwau-

kee, Wisconsin.
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